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FIRING UP
Eastern moved forward to the second round of the 
National Invitation Tournament Wednesday with se-
nior guard Ta’Kenya Nixon’s record-breaking perfor-
mance.  
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EXPERIENCING NIGHTLIFE
Turn to the special eight-page section of The Verge to 
read about the dierent opportunities for those under 
and over 21 and get a taste of the Charleston nightlife. 
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By Chacour Koop
Special Projects Reporter
An investment service downgrad-
ed Eastern’s credit-rating Tuesday, cit-
ing high nancial reliance on the state 
dollars and lowering enrollment as 
challenges to the university’s econom-
ic situation. 
Eastern’s enrollment has dropped 
by about 1,600 students in the last 
five years, and about 41 percent of 
operating revenues come from the 
state. 
Moody’s Investor’s Service also pro-
jected stagnant to declining tuition 
revenue for the current fiscal year 
2013, which ends June 30, 2013.  
Moody’s reduced the rating from 
A2 to A3 with a stable outlook, and 
this could increase the interest rate on 
bonds in the future. 
Eastern’s bonds are all set at a xed-
rate, and current interest costs will 
not increase. 
Eastern
credit 
rating 
lowers
Dancing the night away Turn to page 5 to read about the EIU Dancers’ 32nd annual spring concert. 
v.
e Eastern women’s basketball 
team will play its second round of 
the National Invitation Tournament 
against the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign Monday.
e game will begin at 7 p.m. at 
the Assembly Hall in Champaign. 
Two Illinois players averaged more 
than 17 points per game, and two 
other players average double dig-
its. The Illini were knocked out of 
the Big Ten Tournament in the rst 
round by Wisconsin.  
TOURNAMENT
DOMINIC BAIMA | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
The EIU Dancers perform its 32nd annual spring concert “A Tribute to our Dance Inspiration” in The Theatre of the Doudna Fine Arts Center during a dress 
rehearsal on Wednesday. There will be other performance at 7 p.m. on Friday and performances at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Saturday.
CHARLESTON | FORUM INVESTMENTS
CREDIT, page 5 
Candidates present platforms, 
respond to community concerns
By Amanda Wilkinson
City Editor
Seven men running for the mayor-
al and city council positions gathered 
ursday to answer questions directly 
from the public.
The Candidates Forum was co-
sponsored by the Charleston Area 
Chamber of Commerce and the Coles 
County League of Women Voters.
The candidates were asked about 
the creation of a dog park, commu-
nity partnerships, bringing more re-
tail shops and restaurants and reduc-
ing the bar entry age to 19.
e mayoral candidates, Brian My-
erscough, Larry Rennels and Troy 
Richey, participated in the forum 
rst.
Myerscough is a lifelong resident 
of Charleston and works as a substi-
tute teacher at Charleston Communi-
ty School District.
He said at the forum that he loves 
dogs, but he thinks the Charleston 
Parks and Recreation Department 
would be better at dealing with creat-
ing a dog park.
Myerscough said he has been on 
several community committees such 
as the Board of Zoning and Appeals.
He said as for community part-
nerships, the current city council and 
mayor have done a good job at tying 
everything together in the budget.
Myerscough said while it does not 
look like there are many business-
es coming to Charleston, residents 
should look at the newly opened 
Brickhouse restaurant and Dirty’s Bar 
and Grill.
He said he would like to see the 
bar entry age lowered to 19.
Lowering the bar entry age could 
make students feel more welcome in 
the city, Myerscough said.
Rennels has been on the Charles-
ton City Council for 16 years, worked 
at mayor pro-tem for eight years and 
retired from his business in 2010.
He said he would support a dog 
park in the city if they could find a 
way to make sure it is maintained and 
kept clean.
He has been very involved in the 
community from being the Charles-
ton Area Chamber of Commerce 
president and being on the Eastern 
Illinois University External Relations 
Committee.
Rennels said he would like to see 
more community involvement and 
partnership in the city by live video 
streaming city council meetings.
He said when it comes to new 
businesses coming to the city, they 
need to complement the existing 
businesses.
“We don’t need any more pizza 
places,” he said.
Richey said he opposes the lower-
ing of the bar entry age to 19.
He said it should be the same as 
the drinking age.
Troy Richey is an employee at CHI 
Overhead Doors in Arthur and has 
lived in Charleston for 15 years,
He said there are many parks in 
Charleston that can be converted into 
a dog park, and that he would sup-
port the creation of a dog park in the 
city.
Richey is a strong supporter of the 
veterans, and he said he has talked 
with a lot of people about communi-
ty partnerships.
He said the city should entice busi-
nesses and people to move to Charles-
ton.
Richey said there are 20 empty lots 
on Lincoln that have yet been lled.
He said people can wait until they 
are 21 to enter the bars.
The mayoral candidates switched 
seats with the city council candidates, 
Matthew Hutti, Tim Newell, Bran-
don Combs and Michael Stopka, 
halfway through the forum.
There are two city council seats 
open with four city candidates vying 
for the positions.
The city council candidates were 
asked the same questions as the may-
oral candidates.
Newell is nishing his rst term on 
the council, is a former banker and is 
currently a math teacher at Charles-
ton High School.
He said he would fully support a 
dog park in Charleston because it 
would beneficial for the dogs and 
their owners.
Newell said he opposes the low-
ering of the bar entry age because it 
may cause more underage adults to 
get into trouble.
He said the city has little to do 
with businesses investing in city be-
cause they will do their own research 
and it’s up to them to get a loan.
Combs is a chiropractic physician 
at Combs Chiropractic, an Eastern 
graduate and a lifelong Charleston 
resident.
Combs said he would support a 
dog park, but it would need plenty of 
trails and a wooded area.
He said he opposes the bar entry 
age being lowered because students 
can do other things besides going to 
the bars.
Combs said lowering it may even 
be bad for businesses during compli-
ancy checks.
FORUM, page 5 
By Katelyn It
Sta Reporter
  
To help aid the fundraising process 
for an autism center on campus, the 
National Student Speech Language 
and Hearing Association is hosting 
Zumba for Autism Saturday.
is program will take place from 
4:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. in the Stu-
dent Recreation Center. Tickets are 
$3 and can be purchased at the door 
or in Zumba classes.
Stephanie Sorrentino, the president 
of NSSLHA, said the autism center 
will expand the services of the clinic 
already on campus to specialize in au-
tism and focus on complete treatment 
and care for clients and their families.
“Getting a diagnosis of autism is 
obviously very shocking to a fami-
ly, and they want to be able to have 
comprehensive services for the cli-
ents that come here,” Sorrentino said. 
“at way they cannot only get a di-
agnosis, but they can get treatment.”
Last year, students represent-
ed Eastern in the Illinois Marathon, 
which also raised money for the cen-
ter, Sorrentino said. 
“We also decided to do this Zum-
ba for Autism, that way we can have 
a nice connection here on campus as 
to why we’re doing this,” Sorrentino 
said. “We know that the Zumba com-
munity, so to speak, reaches a lot of 
dierent people. I feel like people try 
Zumba all the time. ey’re willing to 
pay $2 or $3 on a Saturday to go and 
Zumba.”
Jessica Clement, one of the Zum-
ba instructors who will be leading this 
fundraiser, said this is the third Zum-
bathon on Eastern’s campus.
Clement, a senior communication 
disorders and sciences major, said the 
rst Zumbathon, which raised money 
for the ALS Foundation, took place 
in spring 2012.
“This was a trial run for us, and 
we hoped it would go well,” Clem-
ent said. “It was a hit, and our partici-
pants loved it. Every semester our reg-
ulars ask when the next one will take 
place.”
e goal for Zumba for Autism is 
to have 250 participants, she said. 
Allison Carbaugh, a senior com-
munication disorders and sciences 
major and NSSLHA secretary, said 
the group wants to do everything they 
can to spread the word about the au-
tism center.
“We’re all really excited about the 
autism center that’s going to be open-
ing, and we just want to do anything 
we can to promote it and get the in-
formation out there to others who 
aren’t so aware that there’s such a large 
autism population,” Carbaugh said.
Tena McNamara, an assistant com-
munication disorders and sciences pro-
fessor and NSSLHA adviser, said the 
center will incorporate other programs, 
such as psychology and special educa-
tion, into the center along with CDS.
“It would be a very collaborative 
eort between several of the schools 
on campus,” McNamara said.
Katelyn It can
 be reached at 581-2812 
or krit@eiu.edu.
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Participants in the fall "Zumbathon Party in Pink" dance on Oct. 20, 2012 in the Student Recreation Center.  The 
next Zumbathon will take place this Saturday and is being sponsored by the National Student Speech Language 
and Hearing Association. Proceeds will go toward building an autism center on campus and increasing autism 
awareness. 
C AMPUS | CHARIT Y
Students to exercise for autism
By Alyssa Torres
Sta Reporter
Two-thirds of Eastern’s budget of 
$109 million is used to support aca-
demic aairs and activities.
The Council on Academic Affairs 
reviewed the new program analysis 
template, which is a top-to-bottom re-
view of the university, on ursday. 
It is designed to help out with fu-
ture university budget decisions.
William Weber, the vice president 
for business aairs, said from the bud-
get, about $44 million dollars comes 
from state tax dollars, while the other 
$65 million comes from tuition dol-
lars. 
Weber said Eastern only received 20 
percent of the money, which is about 
$8.8 million out of the $44 million it 
was owed from the state.
Eastern will most likely not receive 
the appropriations from the state by 
the end of this year, Weber said.
The program analysis commit-
tee that created the template is made 
up of students, faculty and adminis-
trators throughout campus including 
the study body president, several vice 
presidents and members of the Faculty 
Senate and other departments.
Weber said the template was creat-
ed because of scal environment issues 
throughout the state including aord-
ability concerns, pension reform, in-
creased competition for new students 
and the declining in-state funding.
All the data collected will be used to 
see where resources can continue or be 
replaced in order to support academ-
ic excellence, strengthen programs to 
enhance enrollment, support universi-
ty nancial stability and nd opportu-
nities for decrease in costs, Weber said. 
President Bill Perry created a nine-
part criteria that has one part for each 
program.
This program began organizing in 
October 2012 and should be nalizing 
the template by August 2013.
“A lot of work has been done today, 
and a lot of work still has to be done,” 
Weber said.
is program strives for a data and 
narrative balance within the template 
to make it more readable and compre-
hendible.
The document will be visible to 
the public and will become a starting 
point in future when the council is 
looking to see where things need to be 
changed or can remain the same. 
“is will bring more recognition of 
how much excellence happens at the 
university,” Weber said.
The committee plans to use three 
dierent departments and give it a test 
run to see how it works for them and 
add any last-minute touch ups they 
may need. 
“All of this will help us achieve our 
vision,” Weber said.
Alyssa Torres can be reached 
at 581-2812 or amtorres@eiu.edu.
ADMINISTR ATION | ACADEMIC
CAA reviews program analysis template
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Sunday
Eastern Symphony Orchestra 
and Chamber Orchestra-
Ovations
Time | 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. Sunday
Location | Doudna Fine Arts 
Center-Dvorak Concert Hall
More info | $12 general admission, 
$10 senior and Eastern employee 
admission, and $5 student 
admission
ON CAMPUS 
CAMPUS BRIEFS
Pizza and Politics
State Rep. Brad Halbrook, 
R-Charleston, will visit with 
constituents at 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday. 
According to a press release, 
he will be available to speak 
to others at Pagliacci’s, 319 N. 
Logan St.
To contact Halbrook’s office in 
Charleston, call 217-348-1110. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 2013                                               THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS | CAMPUS    3
2, 3, & 4 Bedroom homes available
Sign a lease NOW to claim your 
FREE iPad Mini!
217-345-4001
www.eiuliving.com
NEW 2-bedroom apts on 9th Street across from 
Buzzard Hall!
Also NEW 1-bedroom apts on 
Garfield Ave!
*Available August 2013*
By Stephanie Markham
Administration Editor
The Council on University Plan-
ning and Budget will be evaluating 
the template for analyzing the rel-
evance and costs of university pro-
grams during its meeting Friday.
e template, which will be com-
pleted this summer as a budgetary 
guide for the 2014 Fiscal Year, was 
drafted by the program analysis steer-
ing committee.
President Bill Perry created the 
committee in October to create the 
template for analyzing university pro-
grams using nine criteria, including 
history of the program, costs, produc-
tivity and relevance to university mis-
sion.
Committee chairman Bill Weber, 
the vice president for business aairs, 
presented the template to the Faculty 
Senate and Council on Academic Af-
fairs this week to gather feedback be-
fore it is finalized and submitted to 
Perry in May.
CUPB chairman Steve Rich said 
Weber would not be presenting the 
template during the meeting, but 
committee members would be dis-
cussing it.
Rich said he and some other mem-
bers of the CUPB are also on the pro-
gram analysis steering committee, but 
this meeting would give the entire 
group a chance to provide input.
“e primary purpose of sharing is 
to try to make our governance groups 
aware,” he said. “We need to take 
into consideration any feedback they 
would have.”
Stephanie Markham can 
be reached at 581-2812
 or samarkham@eiu.edu.
CUPB to review 
program template
WHAMing out 
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Mieka Pauley performs in the Recital Hall of the Doudna Fine Arts Center Wednesday. Pauley’s performance 
was sponsored by the College of Arts and Humanities as a part of Women’s History and Awareness Month.
C AMPUS | CONCERT
By Amanda Wilkinson
City Editor
David Danner lost his battle with 
cancer in 2001, but his family mem-
bers, friends and co-workers wanted 
to create something to keep his mem-
ory and spirit alive.
Before his death Danner was the 
rst coordinator of the Pathways Pro-
gram, an alternative high school for 
at-risk youth.
Pathways is operated at six loca-
tions: Mattoon, Greenup, Shelbyville, 
Marshall and Paris.
Victoria Woollen-Danner, Dan-
ner’s widow, said she and her fami-
ly decided to start the David Dan-
ner Memorial Scholarship just a few 
months after his death.
Woollen-Danner said Danner 
loved helping children for his job.
“When he was working at Path-
ways, I think he really connected with 
a lot of those kids,” she said. “Even 
after they were long gone from the 
program, they would still keep in 
touch with him.”
Woollen-Danner said they started 
a concert as a way to raise funds for 
the scholarship the year after.
“I just felt like he really wanted 
these kids that needed help to suc-
ceed, and so we decided that was a 
good way of remembering him and 
what he was about,” she said.
Dirk Muffler, the coordinator for 
the program, said they are in their 
23rd year of having the Pathways Pro-
gram.
He said the scholarship usually 
goes to one Pathways student a year 
who goes to Lake Land College.
Muer said often they have given 
the scholarship to two or more stu-
dents a year.
“It’s based on need as well as mer-
it,” he said. “Depending on the need, 
typically it’s about $500 for the stu-
dent.”
This year the concert is taking 
place from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. Sat-
urday at Mother’s Bar, 506 Monroe 
Ave.
Admission is $5, which goes to-
wards the scholarship.
The four bands that will be play-
ing include “e Moondogs,” “Moth-
erlode,” “e Woollen-Danners” and 
the “Bum Ditty Barn Dance Band.”
Woollen-Danner said she and her 
son play in “e Woollen-Danners,” 
and the rest of the bands knew Dan-
ner very well.
ere will also be a silent auction 
and a 50/50 rae.
Local artists and businesses have 
donated art and gift certificates for 
the silent auction.
Woollen-Danner said the concert 
is a great way to remember Danner 
because he was also a musician.
“In the beginning it was real-
ly hard, you know, sometimes it still 
is but with anything, you do it of-
ten enough, the pain decreases a lit-
tle bit and the pain of loss,” she said. 
“I’m happy to have the memory and 
share that with people who remem-
bered him.”
Amanda Wilkinson can
 be reached at 581-2812 
or akwilkinson@eiu.edu.
Family, friends to raise scholarship funds
ADS ARE FOREVER
Run an ad in the DEN
(217) 581-2816
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“I just felt like he really wanted these kids that needed 
help to succeed so we decided that was a good way of 
remembering him and what he is about.”
-Victoria Woolen-Danner
ONLINE | STORY
Read about an East-
ern Illinois Foodbank 
that will be distributing 
food at Oakland High 
School Saturday from its 
“Foodmobile” at dailyeasternnews.
com
For the in-depth version 
of this article go to: 
dailyeasternnews.com
CORREC TIONS
In Thursday’s edition of The Daily 
Eastern News in the articles “Three 
open council seats to be lled,” 
the number of open seats in the 
Charleston City Council was unclear. 
There are three open spots, including 
one for the mayor, to be lled.
In Thursday’s edition of The Daily 
Eastern News in the photo cutline 
for the article “Play to focus on 
relationships, wardrobes,” did not 
coincide with the times in the article.  
The play will take place Wednesday 
through Saturday at the Tarble Fine 
Arts Center.
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Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time 
on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be published 
in The Daily Eastern News. 
The DEN’s policy is to run all letters that are not 
libelous or potentially harmful. They must be less 
than 250 words. 
Letters to the editor can be brought in with 
identication to The DEN or to the  DENopinions@
gmail.com.
CONTINUE THE DEBATE 
ONLINE 
• Extended letters
• Forums for all content
 www.dailyeasternnews.com
DRAWN FROM THE EASEL
STAFF EDITORIAL
SACIS takes a good step 
toward helping survivors
A new group formed by Sexual Assault 
Counseling Services is taking a benecial 
approach to helping sexual assault survivors on 
campus.
“Pathways to Empowerment” allows the 
opportunity for four to 10 sexual assault sur-
vivors to come together as a group once per 
week to connect and share experiences.
e group-session approach being taken by SACIS through “Pathways 
to Empowerment” is benecial to survivors on several accounts.
Now survivors do not have to feel as if they are alone in the process of 
coping and recovering from assault. By attending group sessions, survivors 
can interact with fellow survivors who can better understand what each oth-
er is going through.
Interacting with people who have been where you have been and 
can easily relate and empathize with your traumatic experiences is one 
of the best paths to healing. It is fortunate SACIS is incorporating 
such a group-session approach in dealing with sexual assault.
Being able to speak with other survivors also reduces the feeling 
of guilt many survivors feel after being assaulted. No longer do sur-
vivors have to deal with the culture of victim blaming alone; they 
can reinforce with each other the fact that they were not the cause of 
their assault.
As well, through the group sessions, survi-
vors can share their experience, thoughts and 
emotions and truly move forward together in 
the healing process. 
Each group session will have a dierent theme 
related to recovering from trauma each week, such 
as learning to trust after being victimized. rough this process, survivors 
will be provided an organized approach to coping with assault that can pro-
gressively move them through the challenges of coping with sexual assault.
Such an organized and progressive approach to helping survivors is log-
ical. Survivors must face a myriad of challenges when coping with their 
assault, and it is good for survivors to take small steps toward healing 
instead of leaping into the process. 
And that SACIS is willing to form group sessions for male survivors is 
another great step. Males survivors face an equally, if not more dicult, 
time when coping with sexual assault. It is great that SACIS is providing a 
safe and nurturing environment where all sexual assault survivors, no mat-
ter their gender, can work towards a better future for them all.
Get a closer look at democracy
Seth Schroeder
DOMINIC RENZET TI |  THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
“LET’S GIVE THEM
SOMETHING TO TALK 
ABOUT”
What do you think of the 
Charleston mayoral 
candidates?
To submit your opinion on today’s top-
ic, bring it in with identication to e 
DEN at 1811 Buzzard Hall or submit it 
electronically from the author’s EIU email 
address to DENopinions@gmail.com by 
4 p.m. today or reply to us on social me-
dia.
e DAILY
EASTERN NEWS
“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
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OUR POSITION
 • Situation: “Pathways to Empowerment” al-
lows sexual assault survivors to come together.
 • Stance: This is a good approach to help sur-
vivors of sexual assault.
Walking into the more than 300 foot domed 
building, I am greeted by bronze statues, gild-
ed railings, and oil paintings of both Greek gods 
and American heroes. There are panels on the 
ceiling detailing the history of Illinois and light 
is ltered through windows of stained glass.
is is our state capitol where the Greek re-
vival architecture houses our representatives, 
senators, visiting special interest groups, lobby-
ists, and, this day in particular, one curious stu-
dent journalist.
I’m visiting and job shadowing with Eastern 
alumnus Doug T. Graham 
Doug covers Illinois politics for the The Daily 
Herald as an intern. ough he shows me around, 
he is also assigned to observe the Illinois House of 
Representatives as they discuss gun legislation. Nor-
mally he’d be working out of the press box, but in-
stead he’s confined to the public stands so he can 
coach me through the proceedings.
I’m expecting boredom. I normally struggle 
to read through legislation. Little did I know that 
Doug and I had snagged bleacher seats to one of the 
greatest shows on Earth with no ticket price.
Our representatives are more competitive 
than major league athletes and better actors than 
last month’s Oscar winners. eir actions have a 
slow burn to them. Most minutes are lled with 
mundane activity that spontaneously burst into 
passionate arguing.
Their fight isn’t over a trophy or a medal, 
however, but for the state of our economy and 
our rights as American citizens. How many 
things are more important?
Despite this, the actions they take in their 
combat are absurd. Most of their arguments are 
based on hypothetical, anecdotal evidence. Log-
ical fallacies abound as Representatives waste 
their energy on yelling over each other. When 
people say something vastly unpopular, their fel-
low members of the House boo them. Twice the 
speaker banged his gavel asking for relative si-
lence. I’m reminded of an elementary school.
I’m caught up in the human drama, but I’m also 
reminded why I don’t have much faith in politicians. 
Healthy skepticism of the government is practically 
a requirement to be a journalist, but now my skepti-
cism felt justied.
I had watched C-SPAN and I’ve caught my fair 
share of televised political speeches and press con-
ferences. But like any performance or competition, 
watching it live is a totally new experience.
My observation had so much more context. 
While the TV cameras are aimed at one Demo-
crat or Republican you don’t see the ones texting 
or surng the web. You don’t catch the ones hav-
ing side conversations, the ones laughing to each 
other, or the ones leaving or entering the room.
ese are people making decisions about my 
life, and up until now I felt like I knew nothing 
about how they operated. Nothing I had studied 
in class gave me as much insight.
My Springeld pilgrimage left me with a new 
understanding and it’s one more people need.
Seth Schroeder is a junior journalism major. 
He can be reached at 581-2812 
or denopinions@gmail.com
PAWS UP/PAWS DOWN
WALK TO FORGET: The 
Safety Walk scheduled for 
Thursday was canceled after 
Dan Nadler was double-booked. 
We’ll be on the lookout for the 
next one.
NOT SO MISÈRABLE: The 
University Board is showing 
“Les Misérables” this weekend 
in the Buzzard Auditorium. Get 
a chance to see an Academy 
Award winning movie.
SPRING FEVER: The rst day 
of spring wasn’t so sprung. A 
high of 32 degrees isn’t what 
spring is supposed to look like. 
Here’s to hoping the rest is 
better.
UNBEARABLE: Longtime 
Chicago Bear Brian Urlacher will 
be a free agent after failing to 
come to a contract agreement. 
Looks like it’s time to move on 
in Chicago.
BRACKET BUSTER: The 
Eastern women’s basketball 
team recorded its rst post-
season win in team history over 
Missouri in the NIT. Who’s next?
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Paul McCann, Eastern’s treasurer, 
said Eastern is not issuing any bonds 
in the near future that would be af-
fected by the downgrade.
“It doesn’t really affect us at all,” 
McCann said. 
Moody’s downgraded the state of 
Illinois’ rating from stable to negative 
last December and initiated a review 
of public Illinois universities about a 
week later. 
McCann said historically, Eastern 
has followed the state’s credit rating, 
but lately the credit-rating agencies 
have looked more at individual insti-
tutions.
“As the state has gone down, we 
have gone down with it,” McCann 
said.
Ratings for Northern Illinois Uni-
versity, Governors State University 
and Northeastern Illinois University 
were also lowered after review. 
Jonathan Lackland, a public infor-
mation ocer for the Illinois Board 
of Higher Education, said they knew 
the downgrade was a possibility as 
the state negotiates for pension re-
form.
“Having a downward spiral in the 
economy would aect the ratings of 
any entity,” Lackland said.  “I think 
it’s a point now, with the state dealing 
with the pension issue, that has exac-
erbated the problem.” 
Moody’s report also cited the pos-
sibility of universities taking on pen-
sion costs as a challenge contributing 
to the rating downgrade. 
McCann said one proposal would 
pass on a portion of pension costs 
from the state to individual universi-
ties and school districts. He said the 
total pension cost for Eastern is about 
$12 million dollars per year, and the 
university could be responsible for 
paying a portion of that amount. 
Legislators have not passed such a 
bill.  
Lackland said any institution 
should be concerned about a ratings 
downgrade but equally concerned 
about resolving issues such as pension 
reform. 
McCann said the university is 
working to remain nancially stable, 
and the rating only aects Eastern if 
they are trying to borrow money. 
He said increasing enrollment and 
maintaining an aordable tuition rate 
are still the main goals of the univer-
sity.
“We’re disappointed, but we knew 
it was coming,” McCann said. “We’re 
still trying to do all the same things 
regardless of the evaluation. It doesn’t 
really change that.”
Chacour Koop can be reached 
at 581-2812 or cmkoop@eiu.edu.
By Bob Galuski
Entertainment Editor
Eastern was struck not by a 
smooth criminal, but instead by 
smooth dancers as the EIU Danc-
ers took to the stage and performed a 
tribute to Michael Jackson and other 
dance inspirations. 
Sequined vests, sparkling dresses 
and shiny shirts lled the eatre of 
the Doudna Fine Arts Center as the 
dancers twirled about the stage. 
The tribute to the King of Pop 
was a part of the EIU Dancers’ “A 
Tribute to Our Dance Inspiration,” 
which featured the performers spin-
ning, sliding and stomping for a 
nonstop act. 
The nonstop act was the first in 
more than 30 years, director Antoine 
omas said.
Uninterrupted as the performers 
went from song to song, the act in-
cluded some of Jackson’s hits, includ-
ing “Smooth Criminal” and “Man in 
the Mirror.”
Some of the pieces segued with 
clips of Jackson’s music videos, which 
would end abruptly as soon as the 
music blasted and the dancers slid 
onstage.
e dancers, however, were not re-
strained only to the stage. 
Smoke lled the theater after the 
room was plunged into darkness, 
only being punctuated by ashes of 
light. 
In these ashes of light, the audi-
ence could see the dancers snaking 
through the aisles, dressed and acting 
like zombies. 
Jackson’s first bars of “Thrill-
er” lled the theater after a crash of 
thunder and the dancers began mov-
ing with fast uid motions  — only 
to stop abruptly. 
e piece ended with the dancers 
falling onto the stage and crawling to 
the edge, only to stop as more thun-
der boomed from ostage. 
The Thriller set was only one of 
the few special effect-heavy perfor-
mances by the EIU Dancers, who 
incorporated basketball jerseys in 
“Jam” and flashing lights and the 
sound of gunre in “Smooth Crim-
inal.”
Acting as bookends to the perfor-
mance were two mixes of Jackson 
music. 
Starting o with a mash of songs 
by the Jackson 5 including “ABC,” 
the EIU Dancers ended the evening 
with a selection of songs during Jack-
son’s solo career, including “Billie 
Jean” and “Black or White.”
Riana Alexandrou, one of the EIU 
Dancers, said one of the best parts of 
performing was being able to put her 
into the mindset of the King of Pop’s 
character, who she said was an in-
spiring gure. 
“He’s been influential not only 
in songs, but also his classic dance 
moves,” Alexandrou said. 
e audience was rst introduced 
to the EIU Dancers when the first 
strains of Alex Clare’s “Too Close” 
burst from the speakers and Ahkeem 
Lang, wearing jeans, appeared, sur-
rounded by other dancers. 
Spinning and jumping against the 
glow of a backlit heart behind them, 
the dancers performed their piece. 
e rst part of the performance 
featured dierent genres of modern 
music, each of which represented 
a different inspiration to the dance 
team. 
Four of the songs were blocked o 
as being part of how the dancers nd 
themselves, and how they discovered 
their identities. 
Arms wide, twisting around the 
stage, the dancers moved to songs 
like “Sail” by AWOLNATION, “e 
Motions” by Matthew West, “Find 
Me” by Christina Grimme and “Je-
sus Christ” by Brand New. 
Another theme incorporated dur-
ing the performance was darkest mo-
ments, which Thomas described as 
being about addictions. 
In darker colors, the dancers 
whirled about gracefully as the stage 
slowly became brighter as they over-
came their addiction, all set to the 
backdrop of Florence + The Ma-
chine’s “Shake It Out.”
e next theme related back to the 
darkest moments with how the danc-
ers overcame the addiction on stage. 
“e remedy is what we love to do 
— dancing,” omas said. 
Standing on the stage were danc-
ers dressed as police ocers, doctors 
and patients, and Lang trying to ex-
plain how dancing helps him, and 
break free from the people around 
him. 
“Fashion Beats” by the Black Eyed 
Peas accompanied the EIU Dancers. 
Other themes throughout the 
night were fashion and spending 
money. 
“My Strongest Suit” by Aida 
blared as the dancers, in sparkling 
tights, moved racks of clothing 
around the stage.
“Big Spender” by eophilus Lon-
don, featuring A$AP Rocky shook 
the theater as the stage was overcome 
by the dancers — all aptly wearing 
suspenders. 
omas said he did not like to be 
restricted only to one specic side of 
music, but instead preferred to ex-
plore all genres for his choreography. 
“Anything that can be consid-
ered dance that we get our hands 
on, we’re going to perform,” he said, 
laughing. 
The EIU Dancers’ “A Tribute 
to Our Dance Inspiration” will be 
showing at 7 p.m. Friday and at 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Saturday. 
Bob Galuski can be reached 
at 581-2812 or rggaluski@eiu.edu.
Dancers pay tribute to ‘King of Pop,’ others
C AMPUS | PERFORMANCE
Combs said as the president elect of 
the Charleston Area Chamber of Com-
merce, he thinks buying local and sup-
porting locals who want to start busi-
nesses is the best way bring more busi-
nesses to the city.
Hutti, a lifelong Charleston resi-
dent and Eastern graduate, is currently 
a substitute teacher at Charleston High 
School.
Hutti said he is against the bar en-
try age being lowered because it would 
cause more problems.
He said if he were a city council 
member, he would like to gather busi-
ness owners and residents to speak 
about what they want in terms of new 
businesses in the city.
Stopka, a graduate student at East-
ern, is originally from Poland but ac-
quired U.S. citizenship in 2008.
He said Charleston needs a dog park 
that will be safe for the dogs to exercise 
outside.
Stopka said instead of lowering the 
bar entry age, extending bar hours 
could be more benecial to the city.
He said the city council needs to bet-
ter promote businesses and the city so 
it will look more appealing those who 
may want to invest in the city.
The mayoral candidates will meet 
again at 7 p.m. on March 28 in the 
Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. University Union.
Amanda Wilkinson can be reached 
at 581-2812 or akwilkinson@eiu.edu.
» FORUM, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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For rent
Help wanted
Lost & found
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LOST: Verizon Thunderbolt smart-
phone in Mack Moore Shoes parking 
lot. Return inside store or call 
217-948-5412.
___________________ 3/26
Bartending!  $250/day potential.  No 
experience necessary.  Training avail-
able.  800-965-6520 ext 239.
__________________________4/29
2 bedroom apartment available 
Signing bonus of $200 Central air, 
huge bedrooms, lots of closet space, 
some utilities included. 815-600-3129 
(leave a message or text.) 
__________________________3/20
MUST SEE! Furnished, private bath-
rooms and walk-in closets, free cable, 
internet, water and trash. Fitness Cen-
ter, Computer Lab with free printing, 
basketball and volleyball courts and 
free tanning. August rent free and 
$99.00 Deposit for a limited time. Call 
217.345.6001 www.campuspointe-
apts.com Open House 3/27 8am-8pm.
__________________________3/21 
3 blocks from Old Main. 2 bedroom 
house $300 each. 3 bedroom house 
$235 each. 10 month lease. 
Call 549-7031.
__________________________3/22
Fall 2013, 3 or 4 bedroom house 
2 blocks from campus. 2 full baths, 
W/D, dishwasher. Call or text 
(217) 276-7003.
__________________________3/22
4 Bedroom 2 Bath house. 3-4 Students. 
W/D, C/A, Large Private Yard. Off-
Street Parking. 1526 3rd St. $325/
Month per Student. 217-549-5402
__________________________3/22
www.EIUStudentRentals.com
__________________________3/22
Available August 2013 - ONE BLOCK 
NORTH OF OLD MAIN ON 
6th STREET!  1 bedroom apt. avail-
able and 1 month free on all 3 bed-
room apts!  www.ppwrentals.com 
217-348-8249
__________________________4/29
3 or 4 BR 1012 2nd street. Large house 
with double fenced lot. Living room, 
Game room, Laundry Room, Kitchen. 
2 Baths. Landlords EIU alum. 
$325/month. 217-273-7270. 
__________________________3/22
Large 3 Bedroom 1 1/2 Bath House. 
W/D, high eciency. Water heater/fur-
nace, C/A, large open porch, large pa-
tio. 307 Polk. $300/Month per student. 
217-549-5402
__________________________3/22
HOUSES 7 AND 5 BEDROOMS. $265-
$325. GREAT LOCATIONS. W/D, 
DISHWASHER. TRASH AND YARD IN-
CLUDED. RENT AND LEASE NEGO-
TIABLE. PETS POSSIBLE. 345-6967.
__________________________3/26
VILLAGE RENTALS 2013-2014 Leasing 
aordable housing!  106 W. Lincoln Av-
enue.  3 BR 1 Bath, W/D, privacy patio. 
1502 A Street, 3 BR 1 Bath, W/D, eat-in 
kitchen, back yard w/privacy fence. 
Pet Friendly, FREE TV if signed by 
March 15, 2013.  Call for an appoint-
ment.  217-345-2516.
__________________________3/26
FREE 50 INCH TV WITH SIGNED LEASE! 
4 BEDROOM / 2 BATH: $325/PERSON 
1810 12th STREET, UNIT B CALL TOM @ 
708-772-3711 FOR MORE INFO
__________________________3/27
BRE WSTER ROCKIT  BY TIM RICK ARD
3 BR HOMS, 2ND & 4TH STREETS, 
W/D, A/C, $275-325 EACH, 549-3333 
__________________________3/27
3 BD HOUSE, 1714 12th FLAT SCREEN, 
FURNISHED, GARBAGE & LAWN IN-
CLUDED CALL 549-1628 or 549-0212
__________________________3/29
www.ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
__________________________4/29
3 or 5 BD HOUSE ON POLK FLAT 
SCREEN, FURNISHED, GARBAGE & 
LAWN INCLUDED CALL 549-1628 or 
549-0212
__________________________3/29
4, 5 and 6 BR houses on 11th St - all 
have W/D, dishwasher, A/C efficient 
and affordable. EIUStudentRentals.
com 217-345-9595.
__________________________3/29
Looking for a 5-6 bedroom house? We 
have 2 options available just blocks 
from Campus! One is right next to 
O'Brien Stadium, the other is right 
down from The Panther Paw. Call to-
day for a showing! 345-6210 or 
eipoce@eiprops.com
__________________________3/29
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12 
UP TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING AT 
$30/MONTH. 217-348-7746
__________________________3/29
1603 12th St. available. 3 bedroom, 
1 bathroom house with large base-
ment. $325 per person. Please call EIP 
at 345-6210 or email 
eipoce@eiprops.com.
__________________________3/29
2 Bedroom apartments on 9th Street. 
Available for Fall. All inclusive pricing. 
549-1449
__________________________3/29
$100 per person signing bonus 
Fall 2013, very nice 2, 3, 6 bedroom 
houses, townhouses, and apts. avail-
able All excellent locations! 
217-493-7559 or myeiuhome.com
__________________________3/29
Fall 2013. All Inclusive. 1 Bedroom 
Apartments. East of Buzzard. 
rcrrentals.com. 217-345-5832
__________________________3/29
5 & 6 bedroom houses for Fall. 
Good locations, nice units, A/C, 
locally owned and managed. No pets. 
345-7286 www.jwilliamsrentals.com
__________________________3/29
GET A FREE 40 OR 50 INCH TV!  Sign a 
lease with Hallberg Rentals & get a free 
big screen TV! 2 to 5 Bedroom Houses, 
Closes to Campus are still available! 
Call Tom @ 708-772-3711 for More Info
__________________________3/27
1 & 2 bedroom apts. for Fall. Good lo-
cations, all electric, A/C, trash pick-up & 
parking included. Locally owned and 
managed. No pets. 345-7286 
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
__________________________3/29
5 Bedroom House Available Fall 
2013 at 1434 9th St. Great Location! 
Schedule your showing today! www.
unique-properties.net 345-5022
__________________________3/29
2 bedroom house W/D, A/C, D/W
1609 12th St. $335 each! 217-345-3273
__________________________3/29
$100 per person signing bonus 
Right behind McHugh's. Very nice 
2 and 3 bedroom, 2 bath apartments. 
Cable and Internet included. 
217-493-7559 www.myeiuhome.com
__________________________3/29
3 bedroom units available - very nice, 
very clean 735 Buchanan Street. All ap-
pliances included fair price, close to 
campus 217-962-0790.
__________________________3/29
AVAILABLE NOW: 2 BR APT, STOVE, 
FRIG, MICROWAVE. TRASH PD. 1305 
18th STR NEWLY REMODELED 2 BR 
APTS, STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE. 
TRASH PD. 2001 South 12h Street 
217-348-7746. 
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________3/29
Leasing Now For Fall 2013! Great Lo-
cations, Beautifully Remodeled 
Apartments. 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 Bedrooms 
Available. Don't miss out! Reserve 
your apartment today! www.
unique-properties.net 345-5022
__________________________3/29
4 BR, 2 BA DUPLEX, 1 BLK FROM EIU, 
1520 9th ST, STOVE, FRIG, MICRO-
WAVE, DISHWASHER, WASHER/
DRYER, TRASH PD. 217-348-7746 
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________3/29
2 BR APTS 955 4th ST, STOVE, FRIG, 
MICROWAVE, DISHWASHER, 
1 CAR GARAGE, WATER & TRASH PD. 
217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________3/29
2 BR APTS 2001 S 12th & 1305 18TH 
ST STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE, 
TRASH PD. 217-348-7746 
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________3/29
DELUXE 1 BR APTS 117 W POLK & 
905 A ST, 1306& 1308 ARTHUR AVE, 
STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE, 
DISHWASHER, WASHER/DRYER, 
TRASH PD. 217-348-7746 
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________3/29
3 BR APT, 1 BLK FROM EIU, 820 LIN-
COLN AVE, STOVE, FRIG, MICRO-
WAVE, DISHWASHER, WATER & 
TRASH PD. 217-348-7746 
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________3/29
First semester leases beginning Fall 
2013 available for studio, 1, 2, and 3 
bedroom apartments at 
Lincolnwood-Pinetree.  217-345-6000.
__________________________3/29
South Campus Suites 2 Bedroom 
townhouses or 2 bedroom 2 bath 
apartments available for fall 2013! 
Newly Constructed! Beautifully Fur-
nished! Water and trash included! 
Free tanning, tness & laundry. Pet 
friendly! Close to camps with rental 
rates you can afford. Call now for 
your showing! 345-5022 - 
www.unique-properties.net
__________________________3/29
1701 & 1703 11th St. 3& 4 bedroom 
remodeled duplex. Fully furnished, 
spacious bedrooms, nice size yard! 
Close to campus! Call today to set up 
your showing. 345-5022 
www.unique-properties.net
__________________________3/29
2 BEDROOM APARTMENT $270 EACH - 
WATER AND TRASH INCLUDED.  FUR-
NISHED OR NON FURNISHED, NEXT TO 
CITY PARK AT 1111 2ND STREET. 
217-549-1957
__________________________3/29
Very nice 6 bedroom, 2 bath house. 
Across the street from O'Brien Stadium 
with large private backyard. 
myeiuhome.com 217-493-7559. 
__________________________3/29
4-6 bedroom house, 2 bath, W/D, A/C 
1521 2nd St. $300-500 each! 
217-345-3273
__________________________3/29
1, 2, 3, and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE JUNE OR AUGUST
*Quiet
locations
*As low as 
$285/mo each 
person
For appointment 
phone
217-348-7746
820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
www.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
1,2,3,4… We’ve got what you’re looking for! 
 
1 person apartments from $335-500/month 
2 bedroom 2 person apts. from $290/325 per person 
3 bedroom 3 person apts. right next to Arby’s 
3 bedroom house a short walk to EIU 
4 bedroom house ½ block to Lantz or Marty’s 
  1512 A Street, P. O. Box 377 
  Charleston, IL 61920 
  217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
www.woodrentals. com 
4 Bedroom house 1/2 bl ck to Lantz
3 Bedroom apts. near Arby’s, Lantz
2 Bedroom apts. for 1 or for 2, $440-650
1 Bedroom apts. for 1 from $335 up
See the website - Call for an appointment
Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
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ACROSS
1 Circa
7 Snack brand with
a monocled
mascot
15 Retire
16 One of a kind
17 Army mints?
19 Bug
20 Plural Spanish
pronoun
21 Emu’s extinct kin
22 Fleming and
crime writer
Rankin
24 Smidgen
27 Endow
29 Temperamental
Midler
impersonators?
33 Estate item
35 “Got it!”
36 Student of Elves,
in Tolkien
37 Penalize a
Russian leader?
41 Blast
44 Shrimp
45 __ Galilee
49 Poll on where to
sink the eight
ball?
53 Down
54 Inner Hebrides
isle
55 “Cheers”
accountant
57 Texter’s
afterthought lead-
in
58 Accounts
62 More than just
calls
64 Seasonal shade
of pink?
68 Semisoft cheese
with an orange
rind
69 Titillating
70 Recordings are
made in them
71 Jimmy follower
DOWN
1 Provider of bucks
2 Catastrophic
3 City saved by
Joan of Arc
4 Troop group
5 1930s-’40s
Chicago Outfit
“enforcer”
6 Crime-solving
locale
7 Pull with effort
8 Behind
9 Seed cover
10 Chemist’s salt
11 Teahouse floor
covering
12 Not forthcoming
13 Rocker Ocasek
14 Old draft org.
18 Pierce’s co-star in
“The Thomas
Crown Affair”
21 Museum
curator’s deg.
23 Cheese with
which port is
traditionally
served
25 Salon offering
26 Setting for
Columbus: Abbr.
28 OED entry
30 Grizabella
creator’s
monogram
31 Bard’s adverb
32 Agnus __: Mass
prayers
34 Flag
38 Aficionado
39 P.O. purchase
40 Neighbor of Colo.
41 SUV option
42 Hunky-dory
43 Bush hooks, e.g.
46 Banff National
Park locale
47 Defeat in the
regatta
48 Hardly hordes
50 “Team of Rivals”
author Doris __
Goodwin
51 One-third of a
WWII film
52 Backspace key,
at times
56 Minuscule
59 Actress Virna
60 José’s this
61 Acronymous
submachine 
gun
63 Procrastinator’s
word
64 Trans __
65 Stick around a
pool hall?
66 Union title, often
67 Calculator
display, for short
Thursday’s Puzzle Solved
By David Poole 3/22/13
(c)2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 3/22/13
Now leasing for August 2013 - 
3 BEDROOM HOUSES ONE BLOCK 
NORTH OF OLD MAIN ON 
6th STREET!  1st MONTH FREE! 
www.ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
__________________________4/29
4 BEDROOM HOUSE & TOWNHOUSE 
AVAILABLE WITH LARGE YARD NEXT 
TO CITY PARK. $250 EACH. 
217-549-1957
__________________________3/29
Great location!  Rent starting at $300 
per month. Find your 1, 2, 3 bedroom 
or studio apartment at 
Lincolnwood-Pinetree.  217-345-6000.
__________________________3/29
Half a block from Rec Center 3 & 4 bed-
room apts.  Fully furnished, pet friend-
ly, includes electric, water, internet, 
trash, parking, & cable TV.  Half o 1st 
months rent!  Call or text 217-254-8458
__________________________3/29
Close to campus - 1 bedroom apart-
ment to rent.  Pet friendly, fully fur-
nished, cable TV, electric, internet, wa-
ter, trash are included.  Lowest price in 
town!  Half o 1st months rent.  
Call or text today 217-254-8458
__________________________3/29
Great location!  Large 2 bedroom apt. 
for rent!  Pet friendly, fully furnished, 
includes cable, water, electric, internet, 
& trash.  Half o 1st months rent!  
Call or text today 217-254-8458
__________________________3/29
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES 
For 3-5 persons, unbeatable oor plan, 
3 & 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, deck, cen-
tral air, washer, dryer, dishwasher. Free 
trash and parking, low utility bills, local 
responsive landlord. Starting @ $210/
person. Available Fall 2013, Lease 
length negotiable. 217-246-3083.
__________________________3/29
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor, 
over 20 years experience. 345-4489. 
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________3/29
FREE 50 INCH BIG SCREEN WITH 
SIGNED LEASE! HUGE 5 BED/2 BATH 
HOUSE ACROSS FROM THE FOOT-
BALL FIELD ON GRANT $350 PER 
PERSON. CALL TOM @ 708-772-3711 
FOR MORE INFO
__________________________3/27
NOW RENTING for Fall 2013. 1,2 & 3 bdr 
apts; 4 bdr house. 217-345-3754
___________________________4/2
Properties available 7th St. 2 blocks 
from campus. 4 or 5 bedroom and stu-
dio apts with some utilities paid. 
Call 217-728-8709.
___________________________4/5
5 BR house on 4th St. 2 BA, with W/D, 
Flatscreen TV. Water and trash includ-
ed. $190/Person. 217-369-1887
___________________________4/5
For rent For rent For rent
For rent For rent
Ad here
581-2816
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Available now one bedroom apt.  
Great location.  www.ppwrentals.com 
217-348-8249
_____________________________ 4/29
3 bed, 2 bath house for 2012-2013. W/D, 
pets possible. O street parking. 
1710 11th Street. 273-2507. 
______________________________ 4/8
New 2-bedroom apts. on 9th Street 
ACROSS FROM BUZZARD!  AVAILABLE 
AUG. 2013 Hurry before they're gone!!!!! 
www.ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249 
_____________________________ 4/29
1 bedroom apts.  WATER AND TRASH IN-
CLUDED!  OFF STREET PARKING $390/
MONTH buchananst.com or 345-1266
_____________________________ 4/29
Fall '12-'13:  1, 2, & 3 bedroom apts!  
BUCHANAN STREET APTS.  CHECK US OUT 
AT BUCHANANST.COM OR CALL 345-1266
_____________________________ 4/29
Three 2 bedroom houses, 2 bedroom apart-
ments, 1026 Edgar. $250. 549-4074 or 
345-3754.
______________________________ 4/9
4 BR, 2 BA, W/D, large backyard, 2 blocks 
from campus, 1210 Division. $200/person. 
Call Pud, 345-5555.
_____________________________ 4/12
Fall 2013- Aordable- Large, Beautiful, 
and Spacious One and Two Bedroom Un-
furnished Apt. on the Square over Z's 
Music. Trash and Water Incl.- Low Utili-
ties- All New Appliances and Flooring- 
Laundry On-Site- No Pets- Apply 
345-2616
_____________________________ 4/12
1, 3, 4 & 6 Bedroom houses. W/D. D/W. 
Trash included. Rent is $250 - 300 per bed-
room. 217-273-2292.
_____________________________ 4/16
5-7 bedroom, 2 bath home 
on 9th Street. 217-345-5037. 
www.chucktownrentals.com.
_____________________________ 4/26
4 bedroom home $250/person. 
No pets. 217/345-5037. 
www.chucktownrentals.com.
_____________________________ 4/26
2 and 3 bedroom homes close to campus. 
Trash & yard service included. No pets. 
217-345-5037.
_____________________________ 4/26
***BOLD*** NEW STUDIO AND 1 BEDROOM 
APTS. - Available August 2013!  W/D, 
dishwasher, central heat, A/C!  
www.ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
_____________________________ 4/29
www.jensenrentals.com 217-345-6100
________________________4/30
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12 
UP TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING AT
$30/MONTH. 217-348-7746
________________________5/30
For rent For rent For rent
Advertise 
Today
call: 581-2816
CLASSIFIEDS
TR ACK AND FIELD | SE T BACKS
Jack Sheehan
Sta Reporter
The Eastern softball team hits the 
road again this weekend traveling to 
Kentucky to face o against conference 
foes Eastern Kentucky and Morehead 
State. 
The Panthers enter the weekend 
at an overall record of 13-8, trying to 
build upon their current first place 
ranking in the Ohio Valley Conference 
West Division. 
After a three-game sweep of Austin 
Peay, the Panthers current OVC record 
stands at 3-0. 
is weekend’s games will pit the top 
team in the OVC East Division in East-
ern Kentucky, which also have a 3-0 
conference record, against the Panthers. 
Morehead State comes into Friday’s 
doubleheader with an overall record of 
10-6, having not played a conference 
game yet this season. 
e key players to watch this week-
end for Eastern are last weeks reigning 
player and pitcher of the week for the 
OVC, sophomore Hannah Cole and 
junior Hanna Mennenga. 
Cole looks to continue to improve 
upon her team-leading batting average 
(.400) as well as slugging percentage 
(.650) against the Eagles and Colonels. 
Mennenga takes her OVC-best ERA 
(1.21) and strikeout total (129) into 
the weekend, looking to slow down the 
competition that enter the weekend on 
a combined eight-game win streak. 
In Friday’s doubleheader against 
Morehead St., Kayla Ashbrook will be 
the Panthers’ toughest hitter to pitch 
against.
Ashbrook enters weekend play with 
a .412 batting average and 16 runs bat-
ted in, in 16 games played this season. 
In Saturday’s two-game slate, Eastern 
will face a tough pitcher against Eastern 
Kentucky. 
Sophomore Leanna Pittsenbarg-
er comes into the weekend with a 1.75 
ERA and 103 strikeouts this season for 
the Colonels. 
Eastern plays at Morehead St. at 
noon and 2 p.m. Friday and then trav-
el to Eastern Kentucky to play the Col-
onels at noon and 2 p.m. on Saturday. 
Jack Sheehan can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or jpsheehan2@eiu.edu.
By Jaime Lopez
Verge Editor 
e EIU Big Blue meet that nor-
mally opens up the men’s and wom-
en’s outdoor track season was can-
celed because of delays on the out-
door track’s construction. 
Both teams will ocially kick o 
their season next Friday and Saturday 
at Southern Illinois-Carbondale’s SIU 
Spring Classic. 
But the extra week of practice has 
been benecial for the athletes. 
Erin Howarth, the head cross 
country coach and distance coach for 
the distance athletes, said the distance 
squad benets from an extra week of 
training. 
“We have a little more time to re-
lax and work on building our bases,” 
Howarth said. 
After the end of the indoor season, 
Howarth said the distance runners 
went back to basics and built up on 
their mileage again for the start of the 
outdoor season. 
She said her athletes are in the best 
shape of the season.  
During practice, Howarth said 
most of the runners have seen new 
personal bests when she is testing 
their endurance with longer runs and 
other workouts that alternate between 
long distances and short distances. 
She said she is looking forward to 
seeing the distance runners run new 
personal bests. 
e distance runners who run the 
in the longer races benet from racing 
on the outdoor, Howarth said. 
“It’s hard to run such a long race 
on a really flat surface,” Howarth 
said. “They thrive more on the out-
door season.” 
Pole vaulting coach Kyle Ellis 
said the training for his athletes has 
changed with the coming season. 
“I’m having them sprint longer and 
go into the lifting room; we’re work-
ing on the fundamentals,” Ellis said. 
Recently, at the NCAA’s indoor 
national championships, junior red-
shirt pole vaulter Jade Riebold broke 
her own school-record in the women’s 
pole vault, clearing a height of 14-
feet, 7.25-inches. 
Riebold’s jump was 7.25 inches 
higher. 
Ellis said that she cleared the bar 
at 14-feet,6.5-inches once at practice, 
and he was preparing her to make it 
over the bar at a height similar to that 
one. 
Ellis said they jumped the gun 
when they raised the bar that high 
during the competition, because 
Riebold had only cleared that height 
once. 
But right now, Ellis said they are 
not taking any big risks like that be-
cause they are working on building 
her and the rest of the vaulters’ base. 
Ellis has been busy trying to pin-
point how long it will take his ath-
letes to reach new personal bests this 
season. 
“It’s still difficult to know where 
they’ll be at the end of the season, but 
everybody is really hungry for suc-
cess.” Ellis said.
Though there will not be a meet 
at O’Brien Field this weekend, East-
ern will still host two competitions in 
May. 
Eastern will host the Ohio Valley 
Conference Championships in Track 
and Field on May 3, and the IHSA 
State Championships in Track and 
Field on May 16. 
“Hopefully the track will be done 
by then,” Ellis said. 
Jaime Lopez can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or jlopez2@eiu.edu. 
By Cody Delmendo
Sta Reporter 
Eastern’s  women’s  gol f  team 
heads down to state rival Southern 
Illinois-Carbondale for the South-
ern Illinois Saluki Invitational at 
Hickory Ridge Golf Course in Car-
bondale on Saturday.
Last spring, the Panthers finished 
in 12th place out 17 teams. Four 
out of the 5 performers from last 
spring’s tournament will be back 
as they look to improve from last 
year’s performance.
Emily Calhoon and Lauren Wil-
liams was the team’s top two per-
formers in this tournament last 
spring with both finishing tied for 
38th place individually.   
The Panthers just finished two 
tournaments in Jacksonville, Fla., 
over spring break where they fin-
ished seventh in the first tourna-
ment and third in the last tourna-
ment.
The team has not had much 
practice time since last week due to 
weather issues.
“Hopefully (Friday) we will be 
able to get a few swings in,” said se-
nior Lauren Williams.
Wil l i ams be l i eves  that  even 
though they have not had much 
practice time they can still improve 
overall.
“As long as we can eliminate the 
big numbers and we play with in 
ourselves we can greatly improve 
overall,” Williams said.
Williams has started the spring 
season finishing in seventh-place at 
the Don Benbow Butler Invitation-
al and finished in 13th at the Butler 
Bulldog Florida Invitational. 
She looks to extend her top play 
starting this weekend.  
“I hope to go out and play the 
best that I can and to execute every 
shot,” she said. “As long as I go out 
and play my game I hope to be in 
contention.”
Tiffany Wolf also said she is 
looking to continue to play well af-
ter finishing fifth at the Butler Bull-
dog Florida Invitational. 
Given the weather conditions at 
the last tournament Wolf was one 
of the better performers.
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville, 
an Ohio Valley Conference foe, will 
also compete in the tournament.
 
Cody Delmendo can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or cddelmendo@eiu.edu
Canceled event leads to 
extended team training
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Roger Cato, a senior kinesiology and sports studies major, takes off during 
the fourth heat of the men’s 400-meter dash in March 2012 at the Big Blue 
Classic at O’Brien Stadium. The Big Blue Classic was canceled this year 
because of delays in the track construction.
“It’s still dicult to know 
where they’ll be at the 
end of the season, but  
everybody is really hun-
gry for success.”
-Kyle Ellis,  pole vault coach
SOFTBALL | PREVIEW
Women to play in doubleheader Women’s golf heads 
to SIU-Carbondale
SOFTBALL | PREVIEW
To read an article on 
the upcoming tennis 
matches go to: 
dailyeasternnews.com
Got Ads?
Then
call: 581-2816
By Alex McNamee
Sta Reporter
The last two scoring plays in the Eastern women’s basketball team’s history-
making win over Missouri Wednes-
day night were the same thing, 
but senior guard Ta’Kenya Nixon 
did something dierent on each of 
them.
Eastern coach Lee Buchanan 
knew his star player, Nixon, was on 
re — having scored 25 points en-
tering the nal two minutes of the 
game — so he kept calling plays for 
her to either score or create an op-
portunity for somebody else.
Nixon ran an isolation play with 
a little more than two minutes to go 
and drew a double team as she got 
close to the basket.
Instead of going up for a shot, 
and maybe being fouled,  Nix-
on dished the ball to senior for-
ward Sydney Mitchell, who strug-
gled with only two points up to that 
point.
Mitchell got the ball at the top of 
the key and sank the shot, a sign of 
Nixon’s unselshness.
Going into Wednesday’s game, 
Buchanan said Nixon would be hap-
py going scoreless as long as the 
Panthers won — the irony being 
that she needed to score for the team 
to win, he said.
Nixon set up Mitchell for the 
game-tying basket with 2:05 left and 
then scored on an identical isolation 
play with 19 seconds left to give her 
team the lead.
“When those type of things hap-
pen, you know that you have a play-
er who is playing a good oor game 
all around,” Buchanan said. 
Nixon scored her 27th point 
when she made the up-and-under 
shot with 19 seconds left. 
Then, she ended up with the 
game-winning steal as time expired.
Buchanan said he had no clue 
what kind of stat line Nixon ended 
the game with: 27 points, ve assists 
and four steals.
“That’s  big,” Buchanan said. 
“It was kind of a quiet 27. I didn’t 
think she had 27 when the game was 
over.”
Nixon’s 27-point game was three 
points shy of her career-high in 
points, but she became the pro-
gram’s all-time leading scorer in 
the first half when she reached 12 
points.
Rachel Galligan broke what was 
a 26-year-old points record in 2009 
as she nished her career with 1,891 
points. 
Nixon needed 12 points entering 
the first round Women’s National 
Invitation Tournament game against 
Missouri on Wednesday. At half-
time, she knew she had it.
“I didn’t really want to celebrate,” 
Nixon said. “I didn’t want to get out 
of my zone.”
All Nixon did during the game, 
after scoring her 12th point with 
3:13 left in the first half, was to 
share a quick smile with her team-
mates and coaches on the bench.
After the game, Nixon had a 
missed call from an elated Galligan, 
one of Nixon’s close friends. Also, 
Nixon received a number of con-
gratulations on Facebook and Twit-
ter.
“It’s just a very good night,” Nix-
on said.
Now, Nixon has 1,907 points in 
her career and, at least, one more 
game to play.
e Panthers will play in the sec-
ond round of the WNIT, having 
won its rst postseason game in pro-
gram history on Wednesday.
Eastern will play the winner of 
the Illinois vs. Miami (Ohio) rst-
round game. 
At press time, the winner of that 
game hadn’t been decided. 
e date and location of the game 
are yet to be decided, too, though 
the game will either be played Satur-
day, Sunday or Monday.
Alex McNamee can be reached 
at 581-2812 or admcnamee@eiu.edu.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU women’s basketball will play #Illinois in the second round of the WNIT. Date, time and location has not been set. 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL | RECAP
DANNY DAMIANI | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Assistant coach Jessica Bogia screams as Eastern extends its lead over University of Tennessee-Martin during the second half of the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence semifinals in the Nashville Municipal Auditorium March 8. 
BASEBALL | PREVIEW
Nixon red on all cylinders in WNIT win against Missouri
By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor
The Eastern baseball team has 
not won two consecutive games 
since the 2012 Ohio Valley Con-
ference Tournament.
The Panthers will travel to Illi-
nois State for a three-game series 
beginning Friday afternoon, look-
ing for their first winning-streak of 
the season.
Coach Jim Schmitz  sa id  he 
would trot out the same three 
starting pitchers against the Cardi-
nals that he has in the five previ-
ous weekends, but not in the same 
order.
Sophomore Andrew Grahn has 
made four starts this season, all 
coming on the final game of a se-
ries. 
The right-handed pitcher will 
make the start on Friday against Il-
linois State while junior Joe Green-
field will pitch the second game.
Eastern’s de facto No. 1 pitch-
er, after the injuries to Troy Barton 
and Christian Slazinik, Matt Bo-
rens, will start on Sunday.
Schmitz said the decision to 
move the rotation around came 
down to the lack of success the 
Panthers have had when matching 
their top two pitchers against their 
opponent’s best pitchers.
Schmitz said he wanted to match 
up Eastern’s No. 1 pitcher against 
the Cardinals’ No. 3, which in his 
mind will give the Panthers a better 
chance of winning the series.
“Some people look at it is not 
being aggressive, I look at it  as be-
ing smart,” he said.
Eastern’s closer, Jake Johansmei-
er, made the start in the 11-7 win 
against Southern Illinois-Carbon-
dale on Tuesday. 
The freshman pitched five in-
nings, picking up his first win of 
the year, but because of the work-
load against the Salukis Johansmei-
er will not be available to close on 
Friday Schmitz said.
The Panthers will also have their 
leading hitter out of the lineup in 
Normal.
Senior Nathan Sopena injured 
his left wrist in the eighth inning 
in the game against the Salukis.
Schmitz said the starting second 
baseman would be held out of the 
lineup as the team is continuing to 
examine the injury. 
Sophomore Dane Sauer will start 
for Sopena during the weekend.
Despite Sopena’s absence in the 
lineup against the Cardinals, East-
ern will have Caleb Howell back 
after missing the game on Tuesday.
Howell originally injured his an-
kle against Evansville on March 12, 
but Schmitz said the outfielder did 
not feel discomfort until Sunday.
Howell is Eastern’s second lead-
ing batter, hitting .310 this season. 
Howell has done a good job get-
ting on base through his first 16 
starts,  walking a team-high 13 
times.
The Cardinals enter the series on 
a four-game winning streak.
Illinois State began its streak by 
winning the last three games of a 
four-game series against Bowling 
Green and recently defeated South-
ern Illinois-Edwardsville 5-0 on 
Tuesday.
The Cardinals have limited their 
opponent’s offenses to a total of 
four runs during the four-game 
stretch.
Eric Aguilera, who is hitting 
.342 with one home run and 17 
RBIs, leads Illinois State.
His teammate Brock Stewart is 
second in hitting (.323) and also 
has a single home run with 17 runs 
driven in.
As a team the Cardinals have hit 
15 home runs, which is nine more 
than Eastern.
The Panthers will see Illinois 
State’s Chris Razo make his first 
start of the season on Saturday.
In his nine appearances out of 
the Cardinal bullpen Razo has an 
ERA of 1.93 with four saves. Razo 
has 11 strikeouts in 9.1 innings 
pitched.
Illinois State will also start Dan 
Savas and Brad Sorkin, who are a 
combined 6-1 with a 2.94 ERA.
Eastern is 3-4 in its previous sev-
en meetings against the Cardinals, 
having lost two in a row.
The Panthers have been out-
scored 25-5 in their last four losses 
against Illinois State, but they have 
a 2-1 record in Normal during that 
same stretch.
The series will begin at 3 p.m. 
Friday in Duffy Bass Field in Nor-
mal.
Aldo Soto can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or asoto2@eiu.edu.
Leading hitter out for 3-game weekend series 
Pitcher Lineup
Date: Friday 
Time: 3 p.m.
ERA: 5.29
Record:           
0-2 W-L
vs. Dan Savas
ERA: 2.39
Date: Saturday 
Time: 2 p.m.
ERA: 3.90
Record:           
1-2 W-L
vs. Chris Razo
ERA: 1.93
Date: Sunday 
Time: 1 p.m.
ERA: 4.45
Record:           
0-3 W-L
vs. Brad Sorkin
ERA: 3.48
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VERGE
e ying monkeys are back and 
coming right at you in 3-D.   
“Oz the Great and Powerful” is 
a prequel to the childhood classic 
“e Wizard of Oz.” 
The film is based on L. Frank 
Baum’s “Oz” novels, while still in-
cluding many elements viewers will 
recognize from the 1939 movie.  
The film begins in 1905, before 
the events of “e Wizard of Oz.”
James Franco stars as Oscar 
Diggs, a magician currently work-
ing in Kansas. It is not long before 
Diggs is taken away in a hot air bal-
loon by a tornado. 
There he meets sisters Theodo-
ra and Evanora as well as Glinda—
who are witches 
Like Dorothy Gale, who is not a 
part of this movie, Diggs is taken to 
the Land of Oz by this natural di-
saster. 
eodora the witch (Mila Kunis) 
nds him and soon mistakes him for 
the wizard everyone had been ex-
pecting to save Oz and defeat the 
Wicked Witch. 
Oscar then meets Evanora (Ra-
chel Weisz), who doubts he is real-
ly the celebrated wizard. 
Oscar is promised wealth and 
power if he can destory the wicked 
witch.
is sets up a nal showdown be-
tween good and evil as characters 
battle for control over the Land of 
Oz, while the newly appointed Wiz-
ard of Oz ghts to save it. 
ose who made this movie, like 
many others who make 3-D films, 
appeared to focus on its looks rather 
than the plot. 
In this case, “Oz” both benefits 
and suers. 
ere is no doubt that “Oz” is a 
feast for the eyes, especially when 
viewed in 3-D. e colors and char-
acters pop out at you, greatly adding 
to the entertainment value. 
e story seems to have been an 
afterthought at times, being used 
just to prolong the lm and treat the 
audience to more special eects. 
e movie likely would have ben-
eted from being a bit shorter. 
While it is hard to put a finger 
on just what should have been cut, 
“Oz” is a bit overlong, especially for 
any younger fans.  
Will this movie go down in histo-
ry along with the 1939 classic? Not 
likely, as it simply does not have the 
charm or energy that made its pre-
decessor such a legendary lm. 
e performances as a whole are 
acceptable, but can be rather unin-
spired and wooden at times. It says a 
lot when a ying monkey and living 
china doll steal the show.  
Even with its flaws, “Oz” is a 
nice addition to the story for view-
ers young and old alike. All fans will 
have an obvious curiosity to see how 
this story is treated, especially where 
it concerns the advancements in 
technology compared to the movie 
people know and love.   
A number of references to the 
1939 film are included, such as 
mentions to the lion, tin man and 
scarecrow. 
is lm also starts out in black 
and white during the Kansas scenes, 
before switching over to color in 
“Oz.”    
“Oz” may be a bit of a disap-
pointment, but it is still worth see-
ing.  
Audiences must feel the same 
way, as a sequel is already in the 
works.  
Jordan Thiede can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or jethiede@eiu.edu.
Yet another retelling of a children’s 
classic fairy tale, “Jack the Giant Slay-
er” is a decent work that overcomes 
the pitfalls of such retellings to pro-
vide an entertaining journey for more 
mature audiences.
Rated PG-13, the movie features 
intense scenes of action violence, po-
tentially frightening images and brief 
language that might not be appropri-
ate for younger children, despite the 
movie’s fantastical childhood theme.
Beginning in the bedrooms of two 
children, a young farm boy named 
Jack (Nicholas Hoult) and a young 
Princess Isabelle (Eleanor Tomlinson), 
the story is revealed that long ago, the 
lands of men and giants collided. 
Brought together by magical beans 
that connected the two realms, the gi-
ants descended from their land with-
in the clouds and attempted to over-
take the kingdom of men in pursuit 
of dominance. The only way the gi-
ants were overcome was by the hu-
man king, who created a crown made 
of the stone heart of the slain giant 
king. With this crown, the giants were 
at the king’s command, and he sent 
them back to their realm never to re-
turn.
Fast forward to Jack and Isabelle’s 
teenage years, and the kingdom is 
once again in peril as Jack acquires the 
remaining magical beans and connects 
the realms of men and giants.
Throughout the struggle between 
men and giants, there are the usual 
fairy tale plots one would expect: boy 
falls in love with girl, a valiant knight 
stands up for his people and a wick-
ed suitor betrays his princess bride to 
conspire with the enemy for power.
Despite these predictable and run-
of-the-mill plots, the viewer is still left 
with a feeling of compassion for the 
characters and cheering for the good 
guys, not merely watching and wait-
ing for the plots to play out.
One character audiences will cheer 
for the strongest is Elmont (Ewan 
McGregor), the bravest of the king’s 
guard. Sporting a hairdo that would 
make David Beckham jealous, El-
mont is committed to king and coun-
try and ever the gentlemen in the pro-
cess. McGregor ts the part extremely 
well, exuding a charm, charisma and 
valiance he brings to most any role he 
plays. 
On the other end of the spectrum, 
audiences will reel at the villainy of 
Roderick (Stanley Tucci), Princess Is-
abelle’s suitor. Tucci’s ability to trans-
form from a seemingly charming man 
to power-hungry end is an easy feat 
for him that leaves no sympathy for 
his character.
Unfortunately, paired with such 
strong performances, Hoult and Tom-
linson’s characters fall somewhat at. 
While Hoult plays the part of na-
ive farm boy in love well, his bravery 
is blunted by the feats of McGregor, 
and his love for Tomlinson’s character 
come across as lackluster.
Tomlinson is convincing as the sti-
fled rebel princess who lusts for ad-
venture and independence, but the 
chemistry she builds with Jack does 
not strike at the audiences’ hearts and 
urge them to cheer for the couple.
Beyond the human characters, the 
giants are a physical spectacle to be-
hold. The products of intense CGI, 
every exposed inch of their bodies, 
and especially every filth-filled pore 
and cracked tooth of their face, is re-
vealed in stunningly high relief. 
However, the level of detail put 
into each giant can add up to an over-
whelming barrage of CGI that makes 
the eyes ache if viewed for more than 
a few minutes.
Add to this the numerous farts, 
belches, grunts and booger-pickings, 
and the giants are an offense to the 
senses, with their foreboding pres-
ence diminished and the audience left 
wondering if they should fear them or 
laugh at them.
ough “Jack the Giant Slayer” is 
stunted by a striving balance between 
childhood fairy tale and quasi-serious 
drama, the movie is still charming in 
its message. 
And while the acting might suer 
at the hands of the fairy tale nature 
that dampens realistic expressions, the 
audience is left honestly rooting for 
the heroes and cursing the villain, and 
left with a message of friendship and 
love expected of an eective fairy tale.
Tim Deters can be reached 
at 581-2812 or tadeters@eiu.
‘Jack the Giant Slayer’ 
humbly surprising
Jordan Thiede
Verge Reviewer   
By Tim Deters
Managing Editor
Concert: Eastern  
Symphony Orchestra and 
Chamber Orchestra
Dvorak Concert Hall in 
Doudna Fine Arts Center
4 p.m.
'Oz' provides feast for the eyes, lacks direction
Hey there, Vergies! 
Yep, that’s right, we’ve devot-
ed a whole issue to Charleston's 
nightlife. We’re not simply report-
ing about partying and drinking — 
frankly, that’s a little too boring — 
but we did our research and created 
a special section that analyzes dier-
ent aspects of Charleston nightlife. 
 Whether it’s about how bar ten-
ders deal with crowds or what un-
deragers can do for a good legal time 
in Charleston, we strived to make 
this issue as informative, creative 
and, as always, entertaining as pos-
sible. 
So chill out and take the time to 
learn a little bit about Chuck Vegas. 
    
— Jaime Lopez, Verge Editor 
Letter from the editor: this issue dedicated to nightlife
Jerry’s Pub
Drink Specials!
& Karaoke! 
1508 4th St. - (217) 345 - 2844
(At the corner of 4th and Lincoln)
FROM 9PM - CLOSE
WE HAVE LUNCH & DRINK SPECIALS!
MONDAY $2 Bottles $3 Bar Doubles
TUESDAY $2 Tequila Tuesday
WEDNESDAY Ladies Nite Specials
THURSDAY $1 Drafts $2 Bottles $3 Doubles
FRIDAY Big Friday Cups
SATURDAY $3 Miller & Coors “Tall Boys”
OPEN DAILY
PARTY ON MARTY’S PANTHER PATIO
21
ST  Bi
rthd
ay  
Hea
dqu
arte
rs
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By Jaime Lopez
Verge Editor
The creators of EIUConfessions 
posted their brainchild on Facebook 
and Twitter on Feb. 24, and once the 
student population caught wind of 
the latest Eastern trend, the confes-
sions kept pouring in. 
Q: Firstly — and I think every-
one who reads your Twitter and 
Facebook pages wants to know this 
— what motivated you to start EI-
UConfessions?
A: 1 a.m. Monday night boredom. 
We saw other schools had pages like 
this and decided to make our own 
because of all the crazy times we have 
experienced, and others have as well.
Q: How many posts are you 
currently getting a day? Do you 
post all of them? Are there ever 
times when you don't post some-
thing because it's too particular or 
just way too oensive?
A: Sometimes we’ll get 200 a day, 
sometimes we’ll get 10, depends on 
how active we are. We don’t post all 
of them, we don’t include names, we 
don’t post anything racist, and we 
don’t like anything malicious about 
Greek life, but we still post about 
houses.
Q: Are you watching over the 
pages every weekend?
A: We don’t really check on the 
weekend, it’s mostly something we 
do when we don’t feel like doing 
homework.
Q: Are you ever worried that 
people will discover who you are?
A: Not really.
Q: Do you ever feel guilty about 
the things you post? I mean, you 
don’t write them — they’re oth-
er people's confessions — but are 
you ever concerned for the people 
involved, even if their identities 
are never revealed?
A: We don’t feel guilty because 
they aren’t our words, if someone 
asks for something to be removed 
we do delete it.
Q: EIUConfesstions became an 
overnight success, has the thought 
that EIUConfessions may lose 
its popularity ever crossed your 
mind? Does that even worry you?
A: We don’t really care. Like we 
said, this is just something to enter-
tain us when we are procrastinat-
ing. It honestly can be overwhelm-
ing with people complaining about 
us not posting enough for them.
Q: Have you received threats 
from Eastern students about the 
content found on both of your 
pages? If you have, what do they 
normally consist of? And do you 
just brush them, or are you actual-
ly concerned?
A: Older people will complain 
and threaten to get the police in-
volved. Some people complain 
about the Greek posts. We were ac-
tually blocked on Twitter for all of 
20 minutes once. We don’t think 
anything will happen; a teacher ac-
tually commented on a post where 
we asked if we should stop post-
ing about Greeks and he said, “Post 
what you want.”
Q; What has EIUConfessions 
taught you about Eastern’s stu-
dents?
A: People are weird, especially 
when they’re drunk.
Q: Do you think you’ll ever 
reveal your identities to East-
ern’s population like the original 
Chuck Vegas? If so, when? If not, 
why?
A: Maybe one day when we’re 
over it.
Q: Are you men or women?
A: ree women.
Jaime Lopez can be reached at 
581-2812 or jlopez2@eiu.edu. 
Creators of EIUConfessions  confess about page
SUBMIT TED ART BY CHRIS SCRUGGS
By Jaime Lopez
Verge Editor
Not many people leave their child-
hood for what most would consider a 
pipe dream. 
But brother and sister Derek and 
Erika Porter moved from Chicago to 
Nashville, Tenn., to pursue careers as 
musicians and to form the band Pag-
eant. 
Derek Porter, who said he had al-
ways wanted to be a musician but put 
the dream on the backburner, moved 
to Nashville because he said he felt 
like the windy city would be a harder 
place to cultivate a fan base. 
Porter graduated from Columbia 
College in Chicago with a degree in 
psychology and English and said he 
did not pursue a career within those 
elds so he could be an active musi-
cian. 
“I put it off for a while so that I 
could go to school, but it was one of 
those dreams that remained with me 
since I was a child in middle school, 
only now I could do it,” Porter said. 
His sister, Porter said, dropped ev-
erything she was doing to help him 
with his dream, and now she provides 
vocals and plays the bass in the group.
“At rst she seemed to just do it to 
help me, but she has made the band a 
priority,” Porter said. 
ey both write most of the music, 
and Porter has taken on many roles in 
the band, from vocalist to guitarist to 
saxophonist to percussionist.  
And through trial and error, Porter 
was able to find a perfect lineup for 
his band, with only he and his sister 
remaining as the two original mem-
bers of his brainchild. 
“We’re the ones who have real-
ly been together since the band’s ear-
ly day. We had members come and 
go before we settled on a group that 
would stick to the band,” Porter said. 
Porter brought in Stephan Allbrit-
ton, Phillip Turner, Jon Lloyd and 
Chloe Hector to help make his songs 
more than notes and lyrics on a page. 
As if forming the band was not 
challenging, Porter was in a new 
place, away from everything he knew.
Porter said the challenge then be-
came nding a way to build a follow-
ing. 
“Moving was hard enough, but 
then you have to figure how you’re 
going to establish yourself in a city 
you’ve never been to,” Porter said. 
He described the move as being 
like a sh out of water. 
Porter said the band is still a grass-
roots project that continues to evolve 
with every concert they play in Nash-
ville. And Porter and his fellow musi-
cians have been met with enthusiasm 
from fans there. 
After playing at several venues 
across the city of Nashville, Porter 
said the band has grown musically af-
ter meeting musicians who have glad-
ly helped them adapt to new sounds 
and new forms of music. 
“e music is always evolving, and 
I think part of it has to do with the 
fact that everyone is kind of like a pro-
ducer lled with ideas that have really 
helped us with our work,” Porter said. 
Porter said that closeness that the 
bands in Nashville have is what has 
made his lofty goal of being a musi-
cian a reality. 
“A lot of artists here work togeth-
er to help each other out in any way 
they can. ere isn’t a competition to 
get the best venue or to get the most 
fans,” Porter said. 
Pageant will be playing at 6 p.m. 
Saturday at Jackson Avenue Coee.
Jaime Lopez can be reached at 
581-2812 or jlopez2@eiu.edu. 
Childhood dream band unveils at JAC 
By Jaime Lopez
Verge Editor
In the Martin Luther King Jr. 
University Union and on East 
street, there are two hidden gems 
that not all people may notice 
when traveling through campus 
and Charleston. 
Charleston Lanes and Eastern’s 
bowling lanes offer up the oppor-
tunity for students and the city’s 
natives to bowl together.
Charleston alley’s building was 
made in 1956, and has passed 
through the hands of many owners 
since it opened. The latest owner, 
Terry Cooley, said bowling is a fad 
that is recycled over and over. 
“It’s just like clothing; it even-
tually finds its way back,” Cool-
ey said. 
He said every time it has re-
surfaced, bowling has sl ightly 
changed. 
“At one point it was more of a 
family thing, then it became more 
of trend among bowling leagues,” 
Cooley said. 
The bowling al ley includes 
18 lanes that have all changed in 
width. 
Cooley said this is something 
that was done to help people be-
come better bowlers. 
“When people begin to get bet-
ter at something, that’s when they 
begin to enjoy it,” Cooley said. 
Cooley stuck with the business 
because he said it gives him peace 
of mind to watch young people 
who are inexperienced get better 
at the game. 
He said bowling alleys have re-
placed rubber bowling bowls with 
a new material, and that alteration 
also helps people bowl better be-
cause they have a tighter hold of 
the ball. 
In the back of the bowling alley, 
the machines that reorganize the 
pins are kept together with parts 
from other machines. 
“We don’t have to worry about 
parts anymore,” Cooley said. 
With the flick of a switch, the 
machines turn on and make a loud 
grinding sound as it gathers the 
bowling pins and stacks them in 
order. 
College students, when they 
bowl, like to have a good time and 
express themselves, Cooley said.
He said he knows the inns and 
outs of his bowling alley from 
what it takes to get the floors 
clean and keep them up in tip-top 
shape. 
He knows of all the sprays that 
go on the floor to help protect it 
from all the bumps it receives. 
There is no surprise in bowl-
ing, except for when players score 
a 300, Cooley said. 
Bowling is about interacting 
with people. It is a sport where 
people can hangout with friends 
and build good times, Cooley said, 
because there is time to sit around 
and get to know one another. 
Tyler Anderson, a junior po-
litical science major, works at the 
bowling lanes in the Union. He 
said students who walk in typical-
ly tend to be surprised by the bars. 
It’s really cheap bowling. 
“It’s one of those things you can 
do inside when it’s cold. You don’t 
have to travel far to do it,” Ander-
son said. 
Anderson said customers always 
ask him how clean the shoes are. 
“That’s something everybody is 
always concerned with,” Anderson 
said.  
When people bowl a 300 — a 
perfect game — is one of things 
Anderson enjoys watching the 
most. 
“A lot of people who have never 
bowled come in here, and they are 
always surprised at what they can 
do,” Anderson said.  
Jaime Lopez can be reached at 
581-2812 or jlopez2@eiu.edu. 
Bowling alleys hidden 
gems in Charleston
Jackson Avenue Coee
This little coee shop coee shop 
has a vibrant music scene. A new 
act comes to the shop to share its 
music on the weekends.  Every 
month, the owners change the 
artwork hanging on the walls. 
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727 7th ST.
Hours:
Mon.-Sat. 7a.m.- 1a.m.
Sun. 11a.m.- 12a.m.
KAROKE THURSDAYS 
9 p.m.-1 a.m.
VIDEO
GAMING
HERE
CHECK OUT DAILY SPECIALS
Student Rec Center Pool 
On campus, you can create your 
own fun at the pool, which is 
free to students. Anyone 
can come in and take a 
dip!
Buzzard Hall movie nights 
On weekend nights, Buzzard Hall 
plays movies that recently played 
in the theaters before but have 
not been sold on DVD so you 
can catch up 
on movies you 
never had to the 
opportunity to 
watch in 
theaters.
Under 21guide for weekend fun
Spence’s on Jackson, 
Community Thrift Shop & 
Twice Is Nice
These shops have clothes that can 
also pass as costumes. There are a 
lot of vintage bags, dresses, shirts  
and hats lining the shelves and 
racks of the shop.s. 
Community Thrift Shop 
One of the three shops you 
can go to when you want 
thrift.
Bowling at EIU Lanes 
This little place is located in the 
basement of the Martin Luther 
King University Union. It’s a 
warm, cozy bowling alley that 
has been recently renovated. 
And since it's located on campus, 
so there is no need to walk to far. 
Students who are under-
age, or  those who want a 
break from the usually week-
end scene can visit these 
places on or near campus. 
Many of these places are 
friendly to the student bud-
get and some are even free. 
From shopping to swim-
ming, there are plenty of 
ways to entertain yourself on 
the weekends. Check out a 
few of our picks: 
The Tarble Arts Center 
The Tarble is perfect for 
people interested in 
sharpening their artistic 
palette. On some weekend 
nights, the Tarble puts on 
plays from some of the 
local community theaters. 
♫
1 2
3 4
5 6
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Opinions: This was the best 
drink we made, and it didn’t have 
any alcohol in it. That’s always a 
plus. We think we found an al-
ternative to alcoholic beverages, 
don’t tell our friends. 
Ingredients:
Squirt 
 Blue Goodness Bolthouse Juice 
Opinions: We were really worried about 
making this drink because that blue juice 
didn’t sit well with our stomachs the rst 
time we played with it. 
When we thinned it out with Squirt, the 
drink was actually drinkable and, surpris-
ingly, really tasty. 
Ingredients: 
SOBE Life Water 
Strawberry Daiquiri 
Sparkling Ice  Black Raspberry 
Opinions:This one was a little 
too sweet for our taste buds. It 
was a little bit of a miss. 
But we were not deterred. 
It also ended up looking like 
Pepto Bismol.
Opinions: This beverage is some-
thing that is sweet, a little sour, but 
it's not so thick that you can drink 
it without wanting to throw up.
Ingredients:
A shot of 
UV Candy bar
Vanilla Chai tea
Opinions: Oh, my God! It’s so 
good!
It tastes like Christmas. This 
drink denitely warms you up dur-
ing the winter months. 
Ingredients:
A shot of Baileys
Whipsy whipped cream 
A shot of peppermint schnapps
Vanilla Chai Tea
Opinions: This is refresh-
ing! You can drink it with 
your food; we recommend 
using it to wash down a 
steak. 
Ingredients: 
A shot of Bacardi Rum 
Mint leaves 
Lime 
Squirt 
Ice 
Ah, the glory of being 21. Being 
able to have beer in your on-campus 
room without fearing a resident as-
sistant taking a K-9 unit for a stroll 
and busting you for the two leftover 
beers in your mini-fridge. Being able 
to go to the bars without a twinge 
of nerves about getting a stern “no” 
from the bouncer. What a rite of 
passage, especially in a college town. 
I imagined life being much more 
glamorous once I hit 21, but the age 
only signies that it’s legal for us to 
do what we’d all been doing since 
we first drove up, bright-eyed and 
bushy-tailed, to Chuck Vegas.  
If you’re a loser like me, it just 
means you get to buy beer whenever 
you want and only have to deal with 
the judging looks from the 18-year-
old Walmart cashier. 
I’m not a party girl. Sure, I rage to 
dubstep most of the time, but going 
out to the bars requires some seri-
ous eort. It’s just not my cup of tea. 
I’d much rather be at a small get-to-
gether, you know, with like, enough 
cheese and crackers for eight people. 
Other times, I just don’t go out at 
all.  
I firmly follow the “work hard, 
play hard” philosophy. Every week I 
schedule out what I have to do and 
when I have to do it. If I didn’t work 
hard, I don’t get to play hard. It’s not 
a punishment, really; it’s just a way 
for me to focus on getting things 
done on time.  
Plus, I get worried about my 
hangover day. e alcohol gods have 
blessed me with a body that only 
feels like a sloth the morning after a 
good weekend, but still. I’m too ob-
sessed with doing my work to risk 
spending the usual six hours that end 
up being devoted to Roseanne re-
runs. 
But it’s not just work that keeps 
me in; sometimes I just want to chill 
out. I’ll read a book, watch one of 
the movies I’ve seen a hundred times 
already or become an actual granny 
and go to bed early. 
On one of my wilder nights — I 
went out on a whim, even though I 
had a paper due the next day. Cue 
dramatic gasp, please — a friend jok-
ingly mentioned a time he asked me 
what was going on and I said I was 
going to stay in to read a book. He 
never asked me for party details af-
ter that. 
What’s a sobering (pun intend-
ed) fact, though, is that this happens 
about half of the time. But I like to 
be a loser. Just because I’m 21 — 22, 
actually — doesn’t mean I have to be 
a party captain.  
It’s all about balance. Beer is per-
fect, but absence makes the heart 
grow fonder, right? It’s OK to spend 
time away from the party scene to 
hang out with yourself for a while. 
At least, that’s what I keep telling 
myself. 
Ashley Holstrom can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or alholstrom@eiu.edu.
Balancing work, play my kind of 21
By Ashley Holstrom 
Verge Columnist
Christmas Morning
Para
dise in a Cup
Shock of Sugar
Ingredients: 
Ocean Spray Strawberry Kiwi 
juice 
Sparkling Ice Water Orange 
Mango Flavor
Orange juice 
I’m in college and I’m under 21. 
Every weekend, I sit in my room, 
watch TV, maybe play some vid-
eo games, maybe catch up on some 
homework. I meet up with my study 
group and after we go over next week’s 
lesson, we play some intense games of 
Connect Four and UNO.
Just kidding.
There might not be a more naive 
thought in the entire universe than 
just because I’m under 21, I don’t 
abide by those same college stereo-
types as everyone else.
I’ll admit that I came to college a 
bit cautious. I didn’t want to get into 
trouble. I just wanted to do every-
thing the right way, the way it was 
supposed to be done. But then I nal-
ly bit the bullet. e silver bullet, Co-
ors Light, that is, at some point in my 
freshman year.
As an underager, or “baby”, as I’m 
aectionately called by my elders, my 
nightlife activity in terms of bars is 
pretty limited, unless you know some-
body or know somebody who even 
vaguely resembles you in some way. 
But again, this isn’t stopping me, or 
anyone else, from having a good time.
While that bar scene is o limits to 
those 20 and under, unlike our friends 
45 minutes north where being 19 gets 
you in most bars, there’s still places for 
those of us born after March of 1992.
e house party scene is where un-
deragers thrive, and Eastern has quite 
the house party scene. But still, house 
parties have their benets and draw-
backs. At house parties, more than 
likely, you are your own bartender, es-
pecially if it's BYOB. At other house 
parties, ve bucks for a cup isn’t a bad 
deal for all you can drink. You also 
have much more direct control over 
the music selection at house parties, so 
if you don’t feel like listening to dub-
step or feel like listening to “Thrift 
Shop” for the 1,000th time, there’s 
still hope for you.
House parties also allow you to 
be your own bouncer as well. Your 
house, your rules. Kick out whoever 
you want, invite whoever you want — 
it’s all in your control.
If you're comfortable enough with 
the host of the house party, the par-
ty can also serve as a temporary motel 
if you’re just not in the shape to make 
that trek back home.
Underage drinking laws aren’t stop-
ping too many people, but there’s still 
the unlucky few who get booked by 
the boys in blue for holding that red 
cup. e best advice is to just not get 
caught and not run into those situa-
tions at all. If something seems a little 
sketchy, it probably is, and you should 
leave. As soon as you get to an unfa-
miliar locations, nd the quickest exits 
in case you need to make your escape.
I’m not the rst and I won’t be the 
last person under the age of 21 to 
break the law. So, if you’re one of the 
few delusional people left that think 
that people under 21 aren’t drinking, 
I’m just here to tell you you’re wrong.
Dominic Renzetti can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or dcrenzetti@eiu.edu
I fought the law, but I didn’t lose Quiz: What's your real 
age?
Find out how old you really act 
by taking this quiz:
1.  I have more fun:
    a) Watching Original Disney  
Channel movies
    b) Raging with friends
    c) Knitting/ watching 
"Golden Girls" enthusiast
2.  Sometimes when I think of 
my perfect spouse I think of:
  a) Justin Bieber/ Selena 
Gomez
b) Ryan Reynolds/ Beyoncé 
c) George Clooney/ Catherine 
Zeta-Jones
3.  I curl up on the couch and 
watch:
a) "Yo Gabba Gabba!"
b) "How I Met Your Mother"
c) "General Hospital"
4. Finish these lyrics:
"I'm gonna pop some ____"
a) zits
b) tags
c) bottles
Mostly A's- Stuck in the past.
Mostly B's- Mentally 21.
Mostly C's- You have an old 
soul. Parents love you.
Sta Report
Staff member Robyn Dexter, Nike 
Ogunbodede and Joanna Leighton went 
around and collected all of the ingredients 
they thought would make perfect drinks for 
minors and students over the age of 21. 
ese are their own concoctions, and we 
are not encouraging anyone to drink, but 
feel free to read through the drink menu to 
see if there is a must try. Some of them are 
great, while others were just a disaster. 
Remember, they made these trying to 
combine drinks that would compliment 
each other really well. 
Plus, they tried to make them as colorful 
as possible and create drinks with a variety 
of different flavors. 
Sta experiments: Amateur mixologists create tasty treats
By Dominic Renzetti 
Opinions Editor
Poo
rman's MoijitoD
irty Mudslide
 Murky Surprise
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Corner of 7th and Monroe
Friday:  $2 bottles Miller/Bud/Coors Lt/ect.
$3 Jager or Captain
Saturday:    $3 “You Call It” Liquors and Premium Beers
                          $2 PBR 16oz. Cans
Live music by: Herbert Wiser Band
Thursday: $1.50 Bud or Bud Lt Bottles
JOIN US FOR MARCH MADNESS!!
A RIDE 
FOR EVERY
PARTY & OCCASION
Licensed driver
Open alcohol license
CD/ipod connectivity
Heating and Air
Restroom217-273-1316  www.oasispartybus.com
By Amanda Wilkinson
City Editor
Sitting at the bar in the dimly lit, 
long room, Mert ‘Turk’ Kezer talks 
with the bartender while checking the 
IDs of customers.
He has worked for Mac’s Uptown-
er, 623 Monroe Ave. for seven years as 
bouncer and manager.
“My job is to make sure every-
thing’s under control at the bar for 
the time period I’m working,” Kezer 
said. “I make sure people feel secure, 
you know, make sure there’s no con-
flict between customers that affects 
bar business.”
Kezer said being a bouncer at a bar 
is all about one thing: respect.
“I’ve dealt with people who’ve had 
a swastika on their forehead,” he said.
Kezer said people usually respect 
him after he breaks up their ght or 
agreement.
“I show them respect, they show 
me respect, nothing happens,” he said.
 He said when customers are treat-
ed with respect, they respect the bar 
and do not want to start a ght.
If something does start, Kezer said 
he will not immediately throw people 
out, instead he will talk to them.
“What happens is I go, ‘Ok, what’s 
going on?’ and it’s like magic,” he said. 
“He starts talking, he starts explaining 
everything. By the time he ends his 
story, he’s already outside.”
Kezer said he does not remember 
the last time they had a fight in the 
bar.
He said he thinks it has to do with 
what type of bar Mac’s Uptowner is.
Kezer said he can separate bars in 
Charleston into four categories: town-
ie or student and on campus or off 
campus.
Mac’s Uptowner is o campus and 
has half student and half townie cus-
tomers, he said.
Being an o-campus bar, they do 
not go much business during the 
weekdays, Kezer said.
He said he likes that Mac’s Up-
towner is not as busy as on-campus 
bars because he does not have to deal 
with as many drunken idiots.
Kezer said many people like that 
the bar is quieter and less crowded 
than the on-campus, student bars.
Kezer said on slow nights he would 
sit at the bar and watch TV.
“Until (the busy nights), I sit over 
there and I take a nap almost,” he said 
jokingly. “I don’t take a nap but I do 
absolutely nothing.”
Although Kezer said his job is more 
intense than just watching TV.
“People think it’s easy money but 
the thing is, you don’t know who 
you’re dealing with,” he said. “I’ve had 
people pull a knife on me, showed a 
gun, you know.”
Kezer said people who are outgoing 
would be better bouncers but the job 
requires him to shut himself o.
“People say (bouncers) never talk, 
never this, but it’s not true because 
we don’t like talking,” he said. “Talk-
ing to you means I’m not paying at-
tention to what’s going on back there. 
If you pay attention to all the other 
details then you’re going to miss that 
one guy.”
Kezer said a big part of his job on 
busy nights is checking IDs and mak-
ing his presence known.
“I walk around, check what’s going 
on, make sure people see me and then 
I go back to my position,” he said. “I 
do this every 15 minutes, 20 minutes.”
Kezer said his job is fairly easy but 
he would like to do something else.
“It’s getting old and you have your 
own goals,” he said.
Kezer has his bachelor’s degree in 
business and a master’s degree in eco-
nomics.
He said he would like to work for a 
mid-level company as their counselor. 
Kezer said when he does nd a job, 
there are plenty of college students to 
ll his job.
“Someday I’ll get out of here and 
somebody will replace my place here,” 
he said.
Employees at the other bars in 
Charleston were not available to com-
ment at the time of publication.
Amanda Wilkinson can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or akwilkinson@eiu.edu.
Bouncer mediates, keeps customers safe
Coles County Shuttle
For more info, visit www.colescountyshuttle.com
Marsha’s $2 Bus
   
ursday, Friday, and Saturday
9 PM-2 AM
Starting your evening or end of the night, at home, 
already out, or anywhere in between
Call Mama Marsha, and she’ll get 
you to e Scene
217-276-7223
    Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
                       Schedule in advance
AMANDA WILKINSON | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Mert 'Turk' Kezer has worked at Mac's Uptowner for seven years as a 
bouncer and a manager. He said he had to learn how to deal with drunk 
people when he first got his job.
KNO
CK OUT
THE COMPETITION
Advertise in the DEN
Call 581-2816
Marty’s
   Marty’s always has a crowd-
ed ladies night on Wednesdays, so 
take advantage of the specials of-
fered to you, ladies. 
Stu’s
Stu’s is structured like a giant 
nightclub, and there is always a 
chance a new DJ will show up to 
play. 
Jerry’s Pizza and Pub
Jerry’s is great because the pub 
is stationed underneath a pizza 
shop, meaning you can wash down 
that beer with slice of tomato pie. 
Jerry’s  a lso hosts  a  karaoke 
night. 
Mac’s Uptowner 
This bar always has a new band 
coming through Charleston to of-
fer some new kind of music. Most 
of the artists tend to be folk. 
Dirty’s Bar and Grill 
Dirty’s has a dish called The 
Pile. It’s chicken stacked on top of 
fries smothered in a sauce. 
WB’s Grub and Pub 
This bar has a long menu filled 
with a variety of different dishes. 
The Panther Paw 
The Paw is an awesome Sunday 
hangout for sports fanatics. There 
are deals on Wings just like Buffa-
lo Wild Wings. 
Lefty’s Holler
This joint has Karaoke nights 
every Thursday. So if you’re look-
ing to step up to a microphone 
and try your hand as the next 
American Idol, don’t miss the op-
portunity to sing. 
Mother’s Bar 
We tried to reach Mother’s but 
got no reply. 
Friends and Company
 Friends and Co. has new mu-
sicians every Friday and Saturday, 
and there is no cover fee to watch 
them play. 
Ike’s 
Ike’s is one of the few bars that 
never has a cover fee on the week-
ends. 
Penalty Box 
The Penalty Box offers food un-
til 3 a.m. if you’re still up at night 
and have the sudden urge to eat 
something. 
Roc's Blackfront
Roc's Blackfront is a resturant un-
dernearth and a bar on top. They 
serve food until 10 p.m. on Saturdays.
Local bars oer deals, steals
Look out for the annual 
Greek Week Guide 
in The Daily Eastern News 
on April 4!
Call 581-2812 to place an ad!
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Students, friends serve it up at Panther Paw
By Jaime Lopez 
Verge Editor 
Samantha Neal, a communica-
tion studies graduate student, never 
thought she would end up working 
behind a bar counter, serving drinks to 
strangers night after night. 
Neal, who was born and raised in 
Charleston, has worked at the Panther 
Paw for four years.
But Neal did not start out making 
drinks for customers. 
Her lack of experience meant she 
was only qualied to work as a hostess. 
Neal said the bar was one of the few 
places that hired her, and she was des-
perate to earn money in college. 
In the time Neal worked as a host-
ess, she learned the names of most of 
the common drinks served at the bar. 
She worked her way up in the 
ranks, and found herself making the 
drinks instead of selling them. 
Changing jobs at the bars meant 
Neal had to deal with a whole new set 
of problems. 
She is an assistant graduate student 
who teaches a communication stud-
ies course, and when she’s working be-
hind the counter, some of the students 
she teaches recognize her and patron-
ize her with demands.
“The kids I teach in class come in 
and holler that they want me to nish 
up their drinks, but there comes a time 
when you have to tell them to be pa-
tient,” Neal said. 
Now she memorized most of the 
popular drinks on the menu. 
Neal admitted when customers 
come to the bar and ask for drinks for-
eign to her, she will stop what she’s do-
ing to find out what ingredients go 
into the drinks. 
“I’ll stop and tell customer, ‘I’m sor-
ry, but I really don’t know what goes 
into that. Can you explain to me how 
to make this?’” Neal said.
For the most part, Neal learned 
how to deal with the crowd's de-
mands. The crowds have not spared 
her, however. 
Last spring — she described this 
night as one of her most stressful 
nights in her time working as a bar-
tender — she was working the week-
end before nals. e crowds ooded 
in both nights that weekend.
“It was stressful, and I think three 
fraternities and a couple of sorori-
ties were hosting their typical parent’s 
weekend. Everybody and their moth-
ers were here, and I was so confused,” 
Neal said. “ere were so many de-
mands from the parents, and I really 
had to hold it together.”
Neal cut back on her hours this year 
because she grew too busy with her 
creative thesis. 
Neal’s thesis is actually about rede-
ning the bar’s image. 
Neal interviewed customers and 
discovered in her findings that cus-
tomers still referred to it as Stix. 
“In some way, it is struggling to 
nd its own identity from all of the 
other college bars in the towns,” Neal 
said. 
She focused on turning the place 
into a sports bar and created a stron-
ger web presence for it. 
Sunday foot trac began to pick 
up, and customers started to associ-
ate it with sports. 
“You started to hear people say 
things like, ‘oh, let’s go to this place to 
watch sports.”
Her friend Carly Conrad, a senior 
communication studies major who 
works alongside Neal, helps navigate 
online trac for the business. 
Like Neal, Conrad stretched herself 
to nd a job but said the Panther Paw 
was one of the few places that called 
her back. 
She said working at a bar has given 
her thick skin. 
When a customer yells obsceni-
ties at her from the side of the room, 
Conrad said she never has a problem 
threatening to kick them out. 
“It’s something that happens every 
night, customers yelling at you ev-
ery night. You really have to ignore 
the comments and try to get through 
the your shift,” Conrad said. “When 
people act way out of line, I just grab 
the nearest guard.”
However, even among swarms of 
people, she said some customers un-
derstand she is stretching herself thin 
and wait patiently for her to finish 
making their drinks. 
Bartending also comes with its fair 
share of troubles, like when she has to 
stay and work a late shift, then wake 
up early the next day to go to class. 
“Sometimes it can be a little bit 
of a struggle to try and get up and 
go through your normal routine, but 
I’ve adjusted to it,” Conrad said. 
Conrad also had to start as host-
ess when she did not have the skills 
of a bartender, but she moved up in 
the rankings and became a bartender. 
She said the change in position 
made her have to adapt to working at 
much faster pace. 
“I have to put out orders in a 
flash, and sometimes that can be 
overwhelming when you have full 
crowds,” Conrad said. 
Conrad said on nights when she has 
longer shifts, she nds it easier to get 
into a groove and then time just ies by 
as she mixes and pours drinks.
 Her early days as a cocktail wait-
ress helped her memorize drinks and 
what people typically ordered, Con-
rad said. 
She said outside of the bar her job 
is always a conversation starter with 
students. She said people always re-
act surprised when they discover she 
bartends. 
Conrad has been job hunting even 
more as graduation inches closer. 
She has not ruled out the possibili-
ty of continuing with bartending to 
help pay the bills.
Neal said she plans on moving to a 
city when she graduates to nd a job.
Like Conrad, she said that she 
wants to keep working as a bartend-
er as long as the opportunity is there. 
“It’s a unique job to work as a bar-
tender. You can make a connection 
with the people you’re serving, and 
there is always something fun to look 
forward to at every weekend,” Neal 
said. 
Jaime Lopez can be reached at 
581-2812 or jlopez2@eiu.edu. 
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Carly Conrad, (left) a senior communication studies major, and Samantha Neal, a communication studies gradu-
ate student, tend the bar at Panther Paw. 
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Conrad has worked at Panther Paw for four years. Conrad said since she 
started mixing drinks, she has memorized most of the drinks on the 
menu. 
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Neal and Conrad said they both have had to adapt to working at a fast 
pace with the crowds at the bar. 
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By Jaime Lopez
Verge Editor 
When Frank Vargas transferred from Southern Illinois-Car-bondale to Eastern, he sought 
to create a registered student organization 
that would provide a space for DJs to play 
their music.
He successfully managed to create a 
space for his vision and called it DubClub. 
When he brought that organization to 
Eastern, Vargas said it was challenging to 
nd a venue that would do it, but he man-
aged to nd a place at Friends and Compa-
ny in the square. 
Slowly but surely this new trend caught 
on, and by the end of last spring, DubClub 
became a hit with students who were dub-
step enthusiasts, and Vargas was finding 
new and emerging acts to come and play 
every week. 
His organization had taken o with full 
steam, and he thought DubClub had ce-
mented itself with all of the other student 
organizations on campus. Vargas, a senior 
communication studies major, had also cre-
ated a space where students could exercise 
their skills in public relations and market-
ing with his new organization. 
“It was a place where people could come 
and listen to a dierent kind of music that 
was gaining popularity, and it was also a 
platform for local DJs, as well as those from 
afar, to come and share the music they 
worked so hard to make,” Vargas said. 
But at the start of this past semester, Var-
gas noted a change in the audience. Few-
er people were coming to shows each week. 
And then it just stopped. 
Vargas tried to heavily promote it but 
never managed to bring back the audience 
he had lost. 
He said many factors could have con-
tributed to DubClub’s demise. 
Vargas argued that the organization lost 
its popularity because of the long trip stu-
dents had to take to get to the square. 
“It’s a long walk from our campus to the 
square, and I think some people found that 
unappealing,” Vargas said. 
Nicole Sadecki, a junior family and con-
sumer sciences major, was drawn to the 
scene after watching other girls spin their 
hula-hoops to accompany the music played 
at shows. 
Sadecki said she bought herself a hoop 
and started to hoop for the concerts. 
Sadecki said she noticed people started 
to lose interest in the weekly event. 
“Thursday was once labeled DubClub 
Thursday, and that was the event people 
would look forward to on those nights,” 
Sadecki said. “It was a night for people who 
were interested in that kind of music to 
hang out and get to know others.”
Sadecki said DJs would find a way to 
make all kinds of music interesting. 
“You had DJs mix up tracks where they 
would combine music like classical and 
electronic to create full songs,” Sadecki said. 
Vargas said another key factor that may 
have contributed to DubClub’s end was the 
departure of the local DJs who graduated 
from Eastern. 
“They were a part of the promotion 
team that we had, and their friends would 
come to the shows and watch them per-
form,” Vargas said. 
Vargas said he is going to try and start 
DubClub again. 
“Well, I don’t think anything miraculous 
is going to happen this late in the semester, 
but I’m worried it’s just going to zzle out 
and become a memory,” Vargas said. 
Vargas said part of what made DubClub 
a long-lasting trend at Southern was the en-
try age at the bars in Carbondale; people 
19 and older are allowed to walk into the 
bars without being able to order alcohol.  
When attendance was waning at 
Charleston’s DubClub, Katie Cook, a ju-
nior communication studies major, made 
an informational video to promote Dub-
Club last semester.
In the video, Cook covered the basics of 
DubClub, but her last-minute attempt to 
try to draw more people to shows, but it 
did not help DubClub’s reputation. 
When she interviewed students to gure 
out why attendance was dropping, she no-
ticed that students had trouble walking to 
and from the bar in the square. 
“It was a big thing. Hopefully there will 
be a way to start it up again,” Cook said. 
Jaime Lopez can be reached 
at 581-2812 or jlopez2@eiu.edu. 
When the party is over: The death of DubClub
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Frank Vargas, a senior communication studies 
major, created a space for people who had an 
appetite for electronic music. Nicole Sadecki, 
a junior family and consumer sciences major, 
was drawn to DubClub through hula-hoop-
ing.
Creator of club opens up about ending, shares possibilites to start over
